Parish Church of St Alphege Solihull

.
Said Eucharist
in Ordinary Time
13th September 2020

A warm welcome to you. In order to worship safely a few elements of the
service differ from our usual practice. Each person is asked to remain in
their place throughout the service, other than to receive Communion when
you will be guided by a steward. The person presiding, as well as brief
notes in this order of service, will guide you as we proceed. While the
service itself may be filmed for the benefit of those at home, only those
leading will appear on film, not the congregation.

Please take this order of service away with you and use it for prayer
at home/recycle it.

Organ prelude: O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig (BWV 618) - Bach.

The Gathering
Please stand as able.
President:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

All:

Amen
The Greeting

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be
with you.
And also with you.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Penitence
Brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate, let us call to mind our sins:
Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.
Absolution
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect
Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into
your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit
and in truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Exodus 14. 19-31
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its
place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel.
And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not
come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea.
The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea
into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar
of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian
army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with
difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is
fighting for them against Egypt.’ Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your
hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon
their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before
it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered
the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed
them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry
ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on
their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord
and in his servant Moses.

Please stand as able.
The small choir will sing a Gospel acclamation.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel
Matthew 18. 21-35
Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said
to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. ‘For this reason
the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him
ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what
you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what

had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to
him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on
you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay
his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Creed
Please stand as able.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Intercessions
In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ, let us pray to the
Father:
These responses may be used
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer
Merciful Father accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

God of Mission
who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give
Vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our actions,
and Power to our witness.
Help our Church to grow in numbers,
in spiritual commitment to you,
and in service to our local community,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
Please stand as able.
God is love and those who live in love live in God
and God lives in them.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
The sign of peace is not physically offered, but only in spoken response. We
remain in our places.
Offertory Prayer
Gracious and Loving God,
we give you this offering today.
With it we worship you and give our whole selves to you.
Please now take it and use it for your kingdom and your glory.
Amen.
We now listen to two verses of the hymn ‘Take up your cross’ – you are
welcome to pray the words silently as our small choir sings.
1 "Take up your cross," the Savior said,
"if you would my disciple be;
take up your cross with willing heart,
and humbly follow after me."
4 Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength,
and calmly ev'ry danger brave:
it guides you to abundant life
and leads to vict'ry o'er the grave.

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table
Wise and gracious God,
You spread a table before us;
Nourish your people with the word of life and the bread of heaven.
Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For he is your living Word;
through him you have created all things from the beginning,
and formed us in your own image.
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin,
giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross;
you raised him from the dead

and exalted him to your right hand on high.
Through him you have sent upon us
your holy and life-giving Spirit,
and made us a people for your own possession.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence, as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Breaking of Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

The Invitation
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
The celebrant raises paten and chalice and says
The Body and Blood of Christ.
To which all reply: Amen.
Only the priest receives Communion under both kinds (bread and wine). The
hosts (bread) for the congregation will be in a closed ciborium (container)
which is uncovered just before the congregation receives. The stewards will
guide everyone to the right location.
During the administration of Communion, the small choir sings the Agnus Dei
and the anthem ‘Ave Maris Stella’ by Grieg.
Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, Grant us peace.
Crux fidelis, inter omnes,
Arbor una nobilis:
Nulla silva talem profert,
Fronde, flore germine:
Dulce lignum, dulces clavos,

Dulce pondus sustinet.
Amen.
Faithful cross, above all other,
One and only noble tree:
None in foliage, none in blossom,
None in fruit thy peers may be:
Sweetest wood and sweetest iron,
Sweetest weight is hung on thee.
Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the apostles'
teaching and fellowship, united in prayer and the breaking of bread, and one in
joy and simplicity of heart,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen

Dismissal
Notices
The Blessing
Please stand as able.
Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread,
make you one in praise and love,
and raise you up on the last day;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ.
Organ Voluntary: Choral March, W Lloyd Webber.

