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TEAM CHVURCHES

St ALPHEGE - The Square, Solihull B91 3RQ
St HELEN - St Helen’s Road, Solihull B91 2DA
St MICHAEL - Bryanston Road, Solihull B91 1BS

St Alphege
8.00 a.m. Said Communion
10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist except:
Second Sunday 12t June Trinity Sunday (St. Helen’s 60t Anniversary)
9.15 a.m. All Age Eucharist
11 a.m. Sung Eucharist
5.00 p.m. Choral Evensong
Thursday 16 June Corpus Christi 7.30 p.m. Sung Eucharist
The Junction
9.15 a.m. In person in the OBH on 5t and 19t June
By Zoom on 26t June
St Helen
10 a.m. Eucharist

12t June 60t Anniversary Eucharist with Bishop David and St. Michael's
Third Sunday 10 a.m. Morning Prayer

St Michael at Sharmans Cross School
10.30 a.m.  Eucharist

Wednesdays in St. Michael’s Chapel, Bryanston Road
9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Friday
9.30 a.m. Praise and Play — please e-mail:_l.hicks@solihullparish.org.uk

Full details on the homepage of the Parish website at: _https://www.solihullparish.org.uk

Please don't hesitate to contact the Parish Office if you need any support or advice. It is

The Revd. Simon Marshall
The Revd. Sue Chandler

WEDDING AND BAPTISM ENQUIRIES If you need help of any kind, please
Please contact the Parish Office: do phone the pastoral care helpline:
office@solihullparish.org.uk 0121 661 6343.

0121 705 5350

One of us is on duty each day.

| The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the views of Sofiull Parish News or of Solihull Parish. |
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Editorial

he 215t chapter of John’s gospel opens with an event which is both a miracle story and

also a resurrection appearance of Jesus. Early one morning, Jesus goes to the shore of
the Sea of Galilee where he finds seven of his disciples out fishing on the lake. They have
just finished a night's work, but have caught nothing. But they still have enough strength to
follow Jesus’ instructions to let down their nets into a particular part of the lake and, after
doing so, they haul in a bumper catch of fish.

The focus of this story is the disciple Peter, but it is the enigmatic ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’
who is the first to point out that the figure standing on the shore is none other than Jesus.
Once the bulging net has been dragged ashore, the disciples find Jesus waiting for them by
a charcoal fire on which fish is already cooking, with bread alongside. He invites the disciples
to come and have breakfast.

So what is going on here? The beginning of the story makes clear that some of the disciples
- seven in number, including Peter - have returned to their old trade (“I'm going out to fish,”
Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We'll go with you.” - John 21.3), and there seems to
be no indication of how the events of the last three years have affected them. Even though
we know that they have all recently encountered the Risen Jesus, and received a new
mission from him (see John 20.19-29), all of that seems to have faded from the disciples’
memories.

There is still a little more to understand: once their meal is finished, Jesus finally speaks
directly to Peter, asking him three questions as a counter to the three times Peter denied
knowing Jesus. His first question to Peter is: ‘Do you love me more than these?’ This might
mean one of a number of things: it might mean ‘Am I more important to you than the
material goods of the fisherman’s trade?’. Or, perhaps, the meaning is, ‘Do you love me more
than you love the other disciples?’ Or even, ‘Do you love me more than the other disciples
love me?’

Each interpretation has its own implications and possibilities, but we can see that Jesus
doesn't pretend that Peter’s denials didn't happen and didn't hurt. But neither does Jesus
preach, condemn, accuse, or retaliate. He feeds.

He feeds Peter’s body and then he feeds Peter’s soul. He surrounds the self-loathing disciple
with tenderness and safety, inviting him to revisit his failings for the sake of healing,
restoration, and commissioning: “Do you love me?... Do you love me?... Do you love me?...
Feed my sheep.”

I wonder what our failures would feel like if we offered each other the safety Jesus offered
to Peter: the safety to return to the heart of our wrongdoing and despair; the safety to use
new words to speak about our failure; the safety to experience unconditional love?

What would our witness look like if the Church embodied Jesus' way of reconciliation? What
would the world be like if Christians were known as the people to run to in times of failure
or shame? Could we, like Jesus, become a place of sanctuary for the despairing?

To end, I offer the following prayer, which may help us to contemplate this opportunity:
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May I become at all times, both now and forever,
A protector for those without protection;

A guide for those who have lost their way;

A ship for those with oceans to cross;

A bridge for those with rivers to cross;

A sanctuary for those in danger;

A lamp for those without light;

A place of refuge for those who lack shelter;

And a servant to all in need.

Amen.

Fr. Simon

RAYNER HOUSE AND YEW TREES

3-5 Damson Parkway, Solihull, West Midlands B91 2PP
ARE YOU CONSIDERING SHELTERED HOUSING
IN A CARING ENVIRONMENT?

YEW TREES offers single older people affordable sheltered housing flatlets
situated in pleasant grounds -

Independent living with support services

24 hour on site emergency support

Home cooked meals available

Domestic service provided

A secure environment

Parking facilities

A varied social activities programme

A friendly community environment

Guest flat accommodation available for visitors

For further information and brochure contact Business Manager on

0121 705 9293

http://www.raynerhouseandyewtrees.co.uk/
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An Important Announcement

he post of Priest-in Charge (Rector Designate) of Solihull Parish was
advertised in the Birmingham Diocese on Monday 16t May and will be
advertised nationally from 1st June. Interviews will take place in mid-July.

Fr. Simon
Pam Price
Andrew Williams
Parish Wardens

Royal Ringing

he Ringers are gearing up ready to get involved in the Flower Festival with our theme

of Royal Ringing. So we look forward to seeing you all over the Platinum Jubilee
weekend festivities. We're hoping we can talk to parishioners and visitors alike and introduce
them to our love of ringing. The band are as enthusiastic as ever, but we really are short on
numbers, particularly at holiday times, so we'd love to encourage a few more people to come
and see what it’s all about. Tempted? Do get in touch, don't wait for the Flower Festival,
just give us a shout. You can find more details on the church website.
www.solihullparish.org.uk/st-alphege-bellringers/ We're now looking to have those that
teach bell handling accredited by the Association of Ringing Teachers and follow their
training programme which will only add to the many, many years of teaching experience that
we have between us. If we don't see you before, do come along and meet us over the Bank
Holiday weekend and learn a little about the ringing we have done for royal events.

You may have been hearing the bells ringing more often on recent Wednesday evenings?
We've been hosting some additional practices to increase our expertise, ringing on higher
numbers, ringing 10 and 12 bells at one time. The practices include members of the St. Martin’s
Guild of Bellringers, the Birmingham Diocese’s Guild. The St. Martin’s Guild has a world-wide
reputation for ringing on higher numbers, having won the National 12 Bell Striking Competition
on many occasions, so we're in good hands when they come along and help us out.

Our bells themselves have an excellent reputation for their quality. As ringing has opened
up again following the pandemic, we have started to welcome visiting bands. On Saturday
5t March we hosted ringers from Bath who rang 5042 changes of Cambridge Surprise (37
hours of non-stop ringing) and on 2" May we welcomed ringers from the Guildford area who
wanted to experience ringing on our wonderful bells. On 18t June another group of ringers
from Bath will be here and on 29t August the President of the Central Council of Church
Bellringers is arranging for a band to join him here too.

Whilst we have some very well-known and very experienced ringers coming to Solihull, our local
band are an informal and friendly bunch. So why not come and see us and learn more about
our beautiful bells and understand why we've all fallen in love with the tower and bells of Solihull.
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—— Roundabout
Bells at the Parish Church of St. Alphege, Solihull

Sunday, 1t May 2022 in 43 minutes

1260 Plain Bob Minor
1 Keith D Whitehead

2 Linda M Whitehead

3 Sand J Cooper

4 Margaret Burling

5 Michael G Dodson

6 Malcolm J Paulson (C)

Rung for Evensong for the Feast of St. Alphege on 19th April and to congratulate the ringer
of the 4 on her recent 70th birthday.
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Dan runs Marathon for Marie Curie Hospice in
memory of his mother

he Hudson family are long-standing

members of St. Michael’s, and so it was
with sadness that we learned of Gill Hudson’s
death recently after a number of years B
battling with cancer. She is greatly missed by °
her family and the St. Michael’s family too.
We all have very fond memories of her.

Gill's son, Dan, was a member of St. Michael’s
in his younger years and is a former pupil of
Tudor Grange School. He is now a Freelance F ¥
Broadcaster and Producer who works for the
B.B.C. and other radio stations and podcasts.
He is also a Marathon Man and had run the
London and Paris marathons in 2012 and
2013; he then started running again during
lockdown. He recently ran the Shakespeare
Stratford-Upon-Avon Marathon to raise
money for the Marie Curie Hospice in memory
of his mother who spent her final days in the
Solihull hospice. Despite not having run a
marathon recently he achieved his personal
best time. So far he has raised £6000 which
is a great memorial to Gill.

You can add to his total on https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/dan-hudson5.
Andrew Williams

Second Churchyard Tidy-up Morning
Saturday 11t June 2022

C an you spare some time between 1000 — 1300hrs to come and join us to help on this
occasion? There will be tasks to suit all ages and abilities with families especially
welcome with the chance to meet and talk with other church members. If you have gloves,
please bring them but some are available.

The normal high-quality refreshments will be provided halfway through and yes, by popular
demand, the freshly cooked raspberry jam doughnuts will be there.

Is anybody available to help with setting up beforehand at 0900hrs please?
Further details and offers of help 711 1726 or e-mail mrumball@btinternet.com
Michael Rumball
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Thank you from Fr. Andrew

hank you all! I'd like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to you all

for supporting me on Easter Day at my final service. How wonderful to see a packed
church with so much joy, love and laughter as we greeted our Risen Lord. Furthermore, I am
so grateful for your very generous gift (from parishioners and Walsingham pilgrims) which I
shall use to purchase a sofa. I am so very grateful for your kindness and support at my
leaving and over many years of friendship and happiness. There's always a “welcome in the
hillsides” for you all in Cardiff. Please keep in touch. I will continue to pray for you all. St.
Alphege Church and the Parish will always remain my spiritual home.

With much love.
Fr. Andrew

The Grove Residential Home
(Solihull)

48 LODE LANE, SOLIHULL, B91
CQC AND SOLIHULL MBC REGISTERED

A comfortable ‘home from home’ residential home
for older people, located near to the Hospital
and centre of Solihull.

We offer Short term / Long term

Enquiries to Miss Michelle Farrugia
Telephone No: 0121 705 3356
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Do you read the Parish News?

0 you buy a copy of Parish News? It is now in full colour and has news about the

Parish and articles of general interest. It also carries advertisements, in black and
white or colour, in size from an eighth of a page to a full page, at very modest rates and
this is an excellent way of getting your message to a wide audience. The profit made
from advertising is ploughed back into communication projects in the Parish, recently AV
equipment for St. Alphege and St. Helen’s. The magazine is an important way of letting
the borough know where there is a Christian community that is welcoming and lively, so
do buy a copy and recommend it to your friends and neighbours. We can arrange for
home delivery if you take out a subscription for £10 a year. If you have a communication
project for the church which needs funding do ask us for help. If you are interested in
advertising please contact our Advertising Manager on timdrakeford@btinternet.com

Carol Southworth
Editor
parishnews@solihullparish.org.uk

Jubilee Cook Book

This new edition of the Cook Book with recipes
from around the parish is now ON SALE

S e The price is £10
i, iR and the profit will be donated to
B“QK Solihull Churches
Action on Homelessness
The Parish of Solilull

o 0 st ON SALE IN CHURCH (Susan Leach)
and in the PARISH OFFICE.

the Queen's Platimem Jubiles in 2002

LUXURY CANDLES - REED DIFFUSERS — WAX MELTS HIGH QUALITY PAINTING &
www.isadoraengland.com DECORATING SERVICES

Q Vegan, cruelty-free, and ethically N We cover Solihull & surrounding areas.

. — produced here in Solihull. Contact
IS A_P_.? RA Lizzie for more info on:

_yj \{:i'l Contact Lizzie for a free quote:

. KBPainting

o 07809222493 hello@kbpainting.co.
07809222493 hello@i raengland.com www.kbpainting.co.uk

Shop on our website or find our products in Smithtons’ Food Market, Solihull.
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St Alphege Platinum Jubilee Flower Festival

"Queen and Commonwealth"
St Alphege Church, Solihull, B91 3RQ

Thursday 2nd June 10.00am - 4.00pm
Friday 3rd June 10.00am - 4.00pm
Saturday 4th June 10.00am - 4.00pm
Sunday 5th June 11.30am - 12.30pm, 2.00pm - 4.00pm

www.solihullparish.org.uk
ﬁ www.facebook.com/solihullparish () @solihullparish
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Let us Pray

Calendar and Prayer Intentions for June 2022

1 Justin, Martyr at Rome, ¢.165  Our Parish Living in Love & Faith course The Hermitage

2 Feria Those who are ill The Square

3 The Martyrs of Uganda Those who suffer for their faith in Christ Thornby Avenue

4 Petroc, Abbot of Padstow Staff and patients of the Marie Curie hospice  Thorngrove Avenue

5  Day of Pentecost The life and witness of churches in Solihull  Thornhill Road
Ini Kopuria, Founder of the , . )

6 Melanesian Brotherhood Local doctors’ surgeries Tibberton Close

7  Feria Online delivery workers Timmins Close
Thomas Ken, Bishop of Bath & .

8 Wells, 1711 Writers and poets Touchwood Hall Close

9 Cglum ba, Abbot of Iona, The recently bereaved Union Road
Missionary, 597

10 Feria Medical and support staff of Solihull Hospital Upwey Avenue

11 Barnabas the Apostle Suzette Maguire, our Pioneer Minister ~ Vulcan Road

Celebrations for the 60th Anniversary of

12 Trinity Sunday St Helen's Church

Wadleys Road

13 Feria Those awaiting the results of medical tests Walton Croft

14  Richard Baxter, Puritan Divine, 1691 Hymn writers Warmley Close
15  Evelyn Underhill, Spiritual Writer Spiritual directors and counsellors Warwick Grange
16  Corpus Christi That we may grow in our love for God Warwick Road

Samuel & Henrietta Barnett, The work of Solihull Churches Action
Social Reformers, 1913 & 1936 on Homelessness

Bernard Mizeki, Apostle of the Those who work to translate the

17 Waverley Grove

18 MaShona, Martyr, 1896 gospel Welcombe Grove

19  1st Sunday after Trinity Andrew and Pam, our Parish Wardens  Wellington Grove

20 Feria Understanding between all faiths Westwood Grove

21 Feria The UK Government Wharf Lane

2 ,;-\.Iggg, First Martyr of Britain, ;’:ﬁoztlsz and pupils of the St Alphege Wherretts Well Lane

23 Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely, c.678 Birmingham Diocesan staff White Falcon Court

24 The Birth of John the Baptist  That we may point others to Christ White House Close

25 Feria The people and leaders of Ukraine & Russia White House Green

26  2nd Sunday after Trinity 2nd Sunday after Trinity White House Way

27  Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria Staff and residents of local care homes Whitefields Crescent
Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, The staff of Queen's Theological L

28 Teacher, C-200p ! Foundation ig Birmingham ’ Whitefields Gate

29 Peter and Paul, Apostles The Readers of our Parish Whitefields Road

30 Feria Local Mental Health support services Widney Manor Road

The Church prays for the community daily: please include these topics in your personal daily prayers.
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St Alphege News

From the St. Alphege Register

Baptisms

1st May  Theo Alexander Ackers

Sebastian Robert & Theodore David Prescott
8t May  Ethan William Hibberd, Freddie Yarker Hill
15t May Samuel George Ballard-Prest, Jude John Moss
227 May Emily Rose Basnett
29t May Isla Elizabeth & Erin May Batigan
5t June  Ava Rose May
12t June Joseph Richard Bell
19t June Harper Rose Hughes
26 June Xavier Beresford Woollery

Weddings

7t May  Daniel Derek O'Neill and Claire Victoria Lawson

14t May Roy Edwin Winterbottom and Sophie Dawn Shuttlesworth
Christopher Mark Simpkin and Chantelle Mitzi Ann Fitter
Simon John Munson and Lori Michéle Herbert

Funerals

25t April  Melvyn Danes

13t May Sheila Jean Watkins
Memorial Services

None

Interments

20t April Michael Smith

6th May  Richard Hedgecox
16t May Andrew Arrowsmith
17t May Daphne Phyllis Davis
27t May John Anthony Hilliar
6t June Alan Arnison

Names taken from the Chantry Book for Remembrance in June

Colin Price Henry Raymond Hall Muriel Greasley
Ross Harper Jordan Page June Hale

Mary Josephine Marston John Sawle Albert Thomas Clark
Doris Starbuck Harry Pinfold

Michael Hartley George Sabbagh
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News 5t Alphege

Worship Notes June 2022

The month of June is full of feast days and celebrations!

Sunday 5% June - The Day of Pentecost, the day which Christians celebrate as the
‘birthday’ of the Church!

Friday 11t June - Barnabas the Apostle

Though not named among the twelve apostles in the gospels, Barnabas emerges in the book
of Acts as one of the most significant of their number. He is described as a Levite from Cyprus
so, like his friend Paul, was from the Greek world rather than that of Palestine, and he
introduced Paul to the leaders of the Church in Jerusalem. He was sent to Antioch apparently
to guide the Christians there in their relations with non-Jewish converts, promoting the
concept of all being one in Christ.

Sunday 12t June - Trinity Sunday

This is one of the few celebrations of the Christian Year that commemorates a reality and
doctrine rather than a person or event. Today we remember and honour the eternal God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The Trinity is one of the most fascinating - and challenging! - Christian teachings. The Trinity
is described as a "mystery", a reality above our human comprehension that we may begin to
grasp, but ultimately must know through worship, symbol, and faith.

Thursday 16t June - Day of Thanksgiving for Holy Communion (Corpus Christi)
The Thursday after Trinity Sunday was chosen for the date of the Corpus Christi feast
because it is the same day of the week that Christ instituted the Eucharist (which we
celebrate on Maundy Thursday). Observance of this feast dates from the 13th Century.

Many might remember that the Catechism in the Book of Common Prayer asks the
confirmand, ‘Why was the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ordained?’ The confirmand
answers, ‘For the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of the death of Christ, and of the
benefits which we receive thereby.’ This, and many other wonderful aspects of the Eucharist,
is celebrated today.

Tuesday 22" June - St Alban

Alban was a soldier in the Roman city of Verulamium (now St. Albans) who gave shelter to
a Christian priest fleeing from persecution, hiding him in his house for several days. Greatly
influenced by his devotion to prayer, Alban received instruction from the priest and was
converted. When the priest's hiding-place was discovered, Alban dressed himself in the
priest's cloak and was arrested in his place. Tortured by the Roman authorities, Alban refused
to renounce his faith. He was beheaded on this day, probably in the year 250, and so became
the first British martyr.

Thursday 24t June - The Birth of John the Baptist

The story of the birth of John, the son of Elizabeth and Zechariah, is told in chapter 1 of Luke’s
gospel. However, John'’s story begins even before his birth. His leaping in his mother's womb
is seen as a great ‘alleluia’ in anticipation of the birth of his Redeemer. Each of the four gospel
writers relate the good news of Jesus Christ as beginning with John as Christ's forerunner.
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Parish News

June 2022 Services

Sunday 5th June — Pentecost

St. Alphege 8.00 a.m. Eucharist
St. Alphege 10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist
St. Alphege 5.00 p.m. Evensong
St. Helen 10.00 a.m. Eucharist
St. Michael 10.30 a.m. Eucharist

Sunday 12th June - Trinity Sunday (St Helen’s 60th Anniversary)

St. Alphege 8.00 a.m. Eucharist

St. Alphege 9.15 a.m. All Age Eucharist

St. Alphege 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist

St. Alphege 5.00 p.m. Evensong

St. Helen & 10.00 a.m. Eucharist with Bishop David
St. Michael

Thursday 16th June — Corpus Christi
St. Alphege 7.30 p.m. Sung Eucharist
Sunday 19th June — Trinity 1

St. Alphege 8.00 a.m. Eucharist

St. Alphege 10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist

St. Alphege 5.00 p.m. Evensong

St. Helen 10.00 a.m. Morning Prayer

St. Michael 10.30 a.m. Eucharist
Sunday 26th June — Trinity 2

St Alphege 8.00 a.m. Eucharist

St. Alphege 9.15 a.m. Eucharist

St. Alphege 11.00 a.m. Civic Service

St. Alphege 5.00 p.m. Evensong

St. Helen’s 10.00 a.m. Eucharist

St. Michael’s 10.30 a.m. Eucharist

Live and streamed services are being held at
St. Alphege’s, St. Michael’s and St. Helen’s churches.

Details are inside the front cover of this magazine
and on the Parish Website.

https:/ /www.solihullparish.org.uk
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JL The Guandians of St Aphege Panish Chunch

hank you to everyone who attended the Coffee Morning in April. It was a most enjoyable
occasion and we made £144.

The next event will be an Afternoon Tea. It will be held on Sunday 3 July and be held in
Sheila Payne’s garden (so pray for some good weather). The cost will be £10 and we will be
selling tickets nearer the time. We have decided to sell tickets this time so that we have a
better idea of numbers than we did for the Coffee Morning. So, when the time comes, I hope
many of you will buy a ticket in good time.

We are hoping to hold a Wine & Cheese event in the Autumn. If anyone has any ideas for
different types of events, please let us know.

If you saw the pewslip for 1st May you will have realised that the work on the church was
due to start in early May. I hope that by the time you are reading this, the first phase will
be well under way. The cost for these various works has increased and the Guardians’
contribution will now be in the region of £160,000.

We are still hoping for someone to come forward to oversee our website. So, please, if any
member, or non-member, would like to take this on, please contact a Trustee or Committee
member. Is it something a student in that field might be interested in? We should be most
grateful.

The Trustees

Floodlighting

he Guardians Floodlighting Scheme is available for anyone who would wish to celebrate
or mark an occasion, or to commemorate a date.

The cost is £8.00 for 2 hours; £14.00 for 4 hours. Please give 21 days notice.

Forms are available from the Guardians notice boards in St Alphege Church or in the Oliver
BirdNames are displayed on monthly lists on these notice boards and also in the Parish
magazine and acknowledged with a card sent to the donor.

For further information please contact the Scheme organiser:-
Sheila Payne, 0121 706 0520; or email: russellpayne110@aol.com
The Church was floodlit to remember the following:in 2022

2" May In loving memory of Tony Davies.
4t May In loving memory of Norman and Freda Rolfe, married this day in 1935.
5t May In loving memory of Pat Shackleton on what would have been her
90t birthday.
9t May In loving memory of Michael Shackleton.
24" May In loving memory of Bill Stirling on his birthday.
28" May In loving memory of Margaret Mawson.
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Recitals

huge thank you to all who support our regular Wednesday lunchtime recital series — we
are grateful for your ongoing support.

We have had a wonderful programme so far this year, with a couple of particular highlights
over recent weeks. Our Youth Choir, which is mainly made up of secondary school and
university age choristers performed the recital in Holy Week. The programme included a
medley from Les Misérables as well as seasonal music, and some solos. Many audience
members commented afterwards how much they had enjoyed the recital — they loved the
choice of repertoire and particularly appreciated the musicianship of the performance.

On 4t May, we hosted Tom Lilburn. Many Parish News readers will know Tom, but for
anyone who doesn’t know him, Tom was a chorister at St. Alphege throughout his childhood,
then went on to be a Choral Scholar at St John’s College, Cambridge, before moving on to
sing as a Lay Clerk at St George’s, Windsor. He is also currently studying the Masters in
Performance course at the Royal College of Music. Tom was one of the four singers who
sang at the Duke of Edinburgh’s funeral this time last year.

Wednesday Lunchtime Music Recitals,
1.10pm to 2pm

B ooking is no longer required and all are welcome. Admission is free of charge and a
retiring collection is held in aid of The Friends of St. Alphege Music (registered charity
511237). Tea, coffee and cake are available from 12.30 p.m.

Isabel Baumber

1st June no recital

8t June Juan Antonio Rodriguez, bassoon
15t June Alex Woodrow, organ

22nd June Benjamin Carnell, cello

29% June The Ink Quartet, string quartet
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Music Matters

S ince the last Music Matters article, such

a lot has happened. 1It's always a busy |

time of year in the church, and this year has
been no exception.

Messiah

Three of our Sixth Formers were invited by =

Alex Woodrow, our former Organist, to take

on the soprano and tenor solos in a Come

and Sing Messiah Alex was leading with the
Shifnal Chorale. They sang brilliantly and
were a credit to St Alphege. During the day,
they met Roy, who had been a chorister at
St Alphege in 1949.

Holy Week and Easter

Minims

It was a pleasure to work with the choirs in
the run up to Holy Week and Easter. It was
a very busy time with nine events in five days,
starting with the Chorister Recital and

Y finishing with Easter Day Evensong. We
| received
4 members of the congregation and are glad

lots of positive feedback from

that we were able to enhance the worship at
this important time of year. Look out for links
to recordings of choir items from these
services and events on the Parish Website
and on Facebook.

We restarted Minims after the Easter holiday, with young B
children from St. Alphege, Kineton Green, Eversfield and

Streetsbrook schools registered to attend. New starters are |f ¥
welcome at any time — just get in touch with Chris on [f&

c.thomas@solihullparish.org.uk to register. The sessions run
on Thursdays from 5.10 to 5.40pm and parents are asked to ;
accompany their child(ren).

Jubilee concert

We are hard at work preparing the music for our Patinum = :

Jubilee Concert. We are thrilled to be receiving grant funding
from the Solihull Celebrating Communities Fund and one key
aspect of our project is that we would like to give the [
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| opportunity to attend a concert to people
who may not normally have access to this
type of experience, or to those who are
currently facing a difficult time. We will also
be delighted to have our loyal supporters
from across the Parish in the audience. The
concert will showcase music used at
coronations, including  specific  music
performed in Queen Elizabeth II's
coronation, and the newly composed
Queen's Platinum Jubilee Anthem, 'n our
service’by Thomas Hewitt-Jones.

The concert will take place on Saturday 11th
June at 7pm in St Alphege Church. Tickets, which are free, can be reserved at
www.trybooking.co.uk/BPWZ.

Take care everyone — and thank you for all your ongoing support.
Isabel Baumber

St Alphege Pre-school

Pre-school places are available for children who will turn 3 years of age in the academic
year beginning in September each year. St. Alphege Pre-school offers highly experienced
and qualified staff. The last two Ofsted Inspection results rated us ‘Outstanding’. Please
see web-site for further information www.stalphege-preschool.org.uk — or email Tammy
Ellender, Manager: manager@stalphege-preschool.org.uk  Application forms available
from the Oliver Bird Hall or email the Admissions Secretary — admissions@stalphege-

preschool.org.uk for a copy.

Wraparound

We also offer a wraparound service for nursery Children attending St Alphege Nursery.
Email: Tammy Ellender: manager@stalphege-preschool.org.uk

No1l Club

Before and afterschool club is held at OBH by highly qualified staff offering a range of
activities for all. Tammy Ellender: manager@stalphege-preschool.co.uk or
Nolclub@stalphege-preschool.org.uk
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N St Helen
ST HELEN'S

xcitement is growing here at St. Helen’s, as we continue to plan
for the celebrations for our 60t Anniversary.
' Plans have now been firmed up, and there is to be a Bring and Share

Supper on the evening of Saturday 11t June beginning at 6.30 p.m.

On that evening we will be welcoming friends old and new, including

two of our previous vicars. The Parish Puppets are joining us, there

ANNIVERSARY is to be a quiz and lots of music from the 60s. Tickets are available
19622022 from phil Godfrey on 07770 406870.

On Sunday 12% June at 10.30 a.m. Bishop gas:
David will be leading a service of celebration
to mark the occasion, and it would be good
to see friends from all the churches in our
Parish.

Easter was a joyful occasion at St. Helen's.
On Easter Day we were delighted to welcome
over 70 people as we celebrated the
Resurrection, and all that it means for us.

We would ask for your prayers as we
continue to plan for and look forward to what
we hope will be a wonderful weekend in June.

Revd. Sue

OLIVER BIRD HALL BOOKINGS

Enquiries are welcome for the use of the Hall and meeting rooms
for social gatherings, christenings, anniversaries, meetings, etc.
Visit the website on:

www.solihullparish.org.uk/church-hall-hir

or contact the Parish Office:
Tel: 0121 705 5350 Email:office@solihullparish.org.uk
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Trusted
to care

Our highly trained care teams are
specialists in residential, dementia
and respite care.

If you're considering care for yourself
or aloved one, call 01213 926855 or
email jo.hopkins@careuk.com

Q=
Blossomfield Grange care home

Solihull
canlaui.com/blossomﬁeld-grange cqre UK O
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News St Michael

St Michael’s Distant Voices CD

he Distant Voices band of St. Michael’s Church comprises many talented musicians,

singers, technicians, enthusiastic supporters and artists who got together to make music
over lockdown. It all started with a comment by Mike Abrams in April 2020 who asked if it
was possible for people to record musical parts at home — on their phones or computers —
and somehow combine them together. Fortunately, the technology to do this is accessible
nowadays and within a short time we were very encouraged to have produced our first
couple of hymns. It really sounded as though everyone was playing together in the same
room, although we never actually met in person.

To help us organise all this, we arranged a weekly ‘Zoom’ session — a way of seeing and
speaking to each other on our computers. We talked about planning the music, of course,
but spent a great deal of the time talking about everything else under the sun — knitting and
baking were two regular topics, and of course checking that each of us was managing in
lockdown.

Bruce Hart organised the group and provided the much-needed technical expertise, and
amazing support was provided by Fr. Simon Marshall who seems to know about copyright,
YouTube and much more! And credit to the musicians themselves who worked so hard in
recording their parts — it takes a lot of skill and focus to record a part with no mistakes from
start to finish.

At some point, after the band had recorded over 50 hymns and other songs, someone
suggested that we published a CD (although it's hard to know where the idea of the CD
actually came from). The music was already available on YouTube where it had an active
global following and regular plays every month. However, it was thought that a CD would
make the music accessible to a wider audience, especially those who were less adept in using
computers. The band members told Bruce which songs were their favourites and there were
also some votes from family members. In the end it was a really difficult job to decide which
songs to include. We were fortunate that Anne-Marie England even had a stockpile of blank
CDs that we could use, whereas most of us in the pandemic years stockpiled loo rolls.

Emily Robinson provided the artwork because the rainbow was such a pandemic symbol and
of course much of the music reminds us of God’s promise of faithfulness and peace to
humankind.

The CD has over half an hour of music and costs just £4 and is available from St. Michael’s
Church. All proceeds go towards St. Michael’s Church.

Distant Voices Is:

Anne-Marie England (vocals)

Bruce Hart (keyboards, vocals, sound engineering)
David Scheiby (vocals)

Eric Vanes (harmonica)

Louise Robertson (vocals, cello)

Mike Abrams (guitars, mandolin)
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St Michael News

Sarah Marshall (vocals, flute)

e Simon Marshall (vocals, bass guitar, percussion)

Wendy Westley (vocals)

Louise’s family also made some guest appearances — her father, David Ryder,
sang in ‘Gaelic Blessing’ and her daughter Emily also sang.

List of hymns:

I Danced in the Morning (Lord of the Dance)
Now the Green Blade Riseth

Holy Spirit, We Welcome You

4A Gaelic Blessing

Jesus Remember Me

6Longing for Light

Lord the Light of your Love (Shine Jesus Shine)
Peace Child

9Lord, Hear my Prayer

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

Sing of the Lord’s Goodness

1My Song is Love Unknown

~
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Wendy Westley/Bruce Hart
Further News

We have now resumed our Wednesday 10 a.m. Eucharist in St. Michael’s Chapel followed by
refreshments. We are joining with our friends at St. Helen’s as they celebrate their 60t
Anniversary. The music group is providing the music at the 60’s evening on the 11t June and
on the 12t June our congregation will join the morning Eucharist with the Bishop of
Birmingham.

We are delighted that the Revd. Nigel Jones will be presiding and preaching at our 10.30
a.m. Eucharist on Sunday 3 July.

If you are a reader of this magazine and don't attend any church, you might like to consider
St. Michael’'s. We are a welcoming congregation with our Sunday worship rooted in the
Anglican tradition. We are an uncomplicated church with our main focus on the Sunday
Eucharist. We meet at Sharmans Cross School in Sharmans Cross Road at 10 a.m. You will
be warmly welcomed, and you can stay after the service and enjoy a cup of tea/coffee. There
is a card stall should you wish to make a small purchase.

Paul Smith
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News
Pieneer Diary

‘Group’ or ‘Community’?

O n the face of it, the answer to the above question may appear to be an easy one: surely
you just take each situation and apply ‘group’ or ‘community’ to them, such as a family
group, or a group of friends, as opposed to the community that we live in, or a religious
community of nuns or monks. In practice, however, I have found that the answer to this
question is not so simple, and I am still unpacking it about my work. Let me explain further:

Picture a table — for accuracy in fact it's two tables pushed together — and around this table
are no less than 15 people. Five at one end of the table are playing a game. Others are
chatting, drinking, laughing; some are on slightly higher chairs, some are on garden chairs.
There's reminiscing, stories about dogs getting loose, lots more laughter, Easter eggs, and
the planning of future events. At times there are also slight irritations and
misunderstandings, but they're fleeting and, when most have left - one after sharing their
burdens with a listening ear - three stay on for lunch, all the while caring for the one among
them who needs some extra help that day. During all of this, on the wall behind the table,
there is a notice, declaring that this is a place to “"meet, relax and refuel.” This was ‘Wellbeing
Wednesday’ in Holy Week. Our busiest day to date.

That day I saw a ‘shift’ in the group. I saw connecting, fellowship, hospitality, sharing and
caring at its best. This led me to say that it may not be church — but it is growing community.
But what do I mean by that? Let’s look at some definitions that might help:

Group — a definition

According to the Cambridge Dictionary a group is “a number of people or things that are put
together or considered as a unit”. For example, I'm meeting a group of friends for dinner
tonightor, in our case, "I'm meeting a group of folks at Wellbeing Wednesaay this morning.”
So, Wellbeing Wednesday began as a group. That seems obvious. But what makes a
community?

Community — a definition

Once again, we turn to the Cambridge Dictionary for our definition, this time of community:
“The people living in one particular area or people who are considered as a unit because
of their common interests, social group, or nationality.”

Now, I don't know about you but, in my mind, there is a big difference between a group and
a community. However, as you can see, when we look at straight definitions of both, there
isn't much of a difference. So, just what did I observe that Holy Week at Wellbeing
Wednesday? What was the shift that made me think community rather than group?

Not surprisingly, to answer that question we must turn to the Bible. The Bible has quite a bit
to say about community and fellowship. It is, after all, one of the key components to making
the church a unified body of believers rather than just a bunch of people meeting together.
I was drawn to this one verse from Ecclesiastes 4:9:10:
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News
Pioneer Diary

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labour. If either of them
falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them
up (NIV).

As human beings made in the image of God, we were created to need companionship and
we do better when we have someone to love, serve with, have fun with, and live life with.
That is what I saw — or sensed — that Wednesday in Holy Week: the depths of relationships
that are forming within the group. A blossoming community. Please remember us in your
prayers. Thank you.

Are you a part of a group or a community? How do you measure the difference?

Postscript to May’s Pioneer Diary:

We have had two of our weekend Wellbeing Walks since I wrote about them in May’s
magazine. On 31 April there were seven of us out walking around Brueton Park (with 3
apologies); and on 1st May there were six of us out walking along the canal to Catherine de
Barnes in the rain (with 8 apologies). Our next walk will be on Saturday 4t June, and we
plan on calling into the St. Alphege Flower Festival somewhere along our route. More details
will be available nearer the time.

P.S. If you are wondering why I count apologies, it's because it shows a commitment to the
group, even if they can't make it on that date. Maybe that can be seen as a commitment to
community? Do chat with me about it next time you see me.

Keep safe and thanks for listening!
Suzette

Alpha Partnership (IFA) Ltd
Independent Financial Advisers

We are a local firm providing professional and friendly advice alpha .
both now and into the future on all your financial needs partnership

= Investment for Growth & Income =  Wealth Management

=  Pension Planning & SIPPs =  On-going Service & Advice
FREE Initial Financial Review with this Advert

Tel: 01564 771120

Priest House, 1624 High Street, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0JU
advice@alphapartnershipifa.co.uk www.alphapartnershipifa.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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Dovehouse Court

61 Privately Owned Apartments

Opposite Dovehouse Parade Shops
24 hour on site Duty Manager
Housekeeping assistances

Alarm call system to on site staffe

Elegantly Decorated & Furnished '

Communal Areas » :

Dining Room with Waitress Service o

Hobbies Room & Guest Suite

Residents’ Management Company;
Run By The Owners, For The Owners

Owners set & control the budget & annual service charge

1 & 2 Bedroom Retirement Apartments

For Sale
£155,0000 — £269,950

Please contact us for a brochure & personal invitation to visit
Dovehouse Court on:

0121 709 2339
enquiries@dovehousecourt.co.uk
www.dovehousecourtitd.co.uk
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CHURCH ¢

9@ FAMILIES

June
Sunday Worship

St Alphege

On 5th and 19th June the Junction will meet IN PERSON
at 9.15am in the Oliver Bird Hall.
(An informal service for families of all ages. It's lively and laid back!)
On 26th June the Junction will meet ON ZOOM
(Contact Linda_lhicks@solihullparish.org.uk to register
to receive the zoom link)
On 12th June everyone will meet in the church building at 9.15am for a
service for all ages with the worship band.

St Helen

Every Sunday at 10.00 am there is worship in a modern space with a
community feel with activities available for children.

St Michael

Every Sunday in term time at 10.30am there is worship in the school hall
where a warm and welcoming space is created for all ages to worship.

Other Activities

Thursday 2nd June Queen's Platinum Jubilee Party
Oliver Bird Hall 2-5pm
Friday 17th June Messy Church St Helen's Church 4pm
Praise and Play Every Friday 9.30-10.30am Oliver Bird Hall
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Activities for families of all shapes and sizes
with lots of hands-on, crafty fun - followed by
a celebration including a story and a prayer

@ &;; 4.00pm 'til 6pm on Friday

17*h June and 15 July

WH ERE? St Helen's Church, St Helen's Road,

B91 2DA (off Buryfield Road)

WH @‘,’? EVERYONE! Children, bring your
° friends, but be sure to bring an adult

Cost: £2 per person, max £7 per family

Places are limited and
booking is essential. E mail
l.hicks@solihullparish.o

to book your place.
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L First Communion 2022

May was a special month for 6 children in the Parish.
On Sunday 8th May:
6race, Meghan, Alfred, Kian, Charlie and Alivia
were joined by friends and family when they received
their First Communion at St Alphege.

All of the children have been invited to join a Junior
Growth Group to enable them to understand more
about their faith and give them a good foundation in
their relationship with God. The group involves a mix
of games, watching film clips, looking at the bible,
eating biscuits and praying. Please do pray for them
as they continue on their journey of faith.
27-
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“® Praise and Play |

Every Friday in the main Hall of the Oliver Bird Hall
9.30am-10.30am.

Come along and chat, play, eat biscuits, sing action
songs, explore a bible story.

A time of fun and fellowship for all.

&

If you want to know more ring Linda on
0121 270 7390
or 07838 670772
or e mail l.hicks@solihullparish.org.uk
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Youth Stuff

uring the month of June youth will continue to meet on a Wednesday evening in the
Youth Room for a Bible based activity. Dates as follows:

June 8th Year 9+ 7.30 — 8.45pm
June 15t Year 6 -8  7.00 — 8.00pm
June 22nd Year 9+ 7.30 — 8.45pm

June 29t Year 6 -8  7.00 — 8.00pm

One Saturday during June we will have Film Club. Date and time TBC. We watch a film in the
Youth Room and talk about it afterwards. Bring your own snacks.

LIVING
IN LOVE What s Living in Love & Faith?

& FAITH

iving in Love and Faith refers to a set of learning resources which have been produced
by the Church of England to explore how issues of identity, sexuality, relationships relate
to Christian teaching in the Gospel.

The learning resources set out to encourage people to think profoundly about what it means
to be human and to live in love and faith with one another. It aims to discuss the difficult
questions and the diversity of opinion amongst Christians about what it means to be faithful
to Christ in a world in which the understanding and practices around gender, sexuality and
marriage continue to evolve. These are controversial and difficult issues for many. The
resources do not set out to necessarily change our minds but rather to encourage us to be
open as to how we demonstrate love to those whose lived experience and opinions may be
very different from our own. They are designed to help us consider how we as Christians
may disagree well whilst functioning together in the Body of Christ.

This 5 week course with video presentations is planned to take place at St Helen’s Church on
Wednesday evenings at 7.30 p.m. starting on the 8% June and running until 6™ July.

If you are interested in joining the group and would like further information please contact
the Revd. Simon Marshall (0121 704 4730 simon@solihullparish.org.uk) or Chris Carrington
(0121 705 0902 chrisandjennycarrington@gmail.com)

To book your place on the course please contact Ann Colloby at the Parish Office.
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BIDDLE(Q>WEBB

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

Free Valuations

Bring your jewellery, silver, watches, antiques
& fine art for a free no obligation valuation

At our saleroom in Icknield Square Ladywood Birmingham B16 OPP
Please email us to book an appointment time

ndwebb.com

dleandwebb.com

Thomas Bragg & Sons
Funeral Directors

®

A Life Well Remembered Lives On

» 24-hour service

+ Bereavernent advice
+Transparent pricing

« Home visils

« Private chapels of rest
« Floral tributes

« Memorial masonry

« Prepaid funeral plans

di
.' Funeral Partners

Thomas Bragg & Sons Funeral Directors are
here to support and guide you. We offer a
friendly, professional service to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice
or a home visit. We are here tohelp 24

hours a day.

www.thomasbragg.co.uk

Shirley
0121 744 1428

562 Stratford Road, B90 4AY

Knowle
01564 773 610

1682 High Street, B93 OLY
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SINGING FOR
SOLIHULL
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Saturday 9th July, 7:30pm
Solihull School Chapel

Join the Chandos Party and enjoy favourite
Baroque choral works

Conductor: Leon James /| Organ: Darren Hogg / Trumpet: David Blackadder
Baroque Orchestra: Musica Donum Dei

REPERTOIRE
Charpentier Te Deum H.146 |/ Purcell Te Deum Z.232 / Handel Eternal Source HWV74
Bach Tonet Thr Pauken BWV214 |/ Baroque Orchestral Interludes

Tickets include Celebration Refreshments & Souvenir Programme
Reserve at solihullchandoschoir.org or call 01564 779962

i er 18s free p";*’b]:l taprm t 8
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Easter at St. Alphege

aster was celebrated traditionally for the first time since 2019. There was the Palm

Sunday Procession and the Maundy Thursday Eucharist; the Ecumenical Walk of Witness
through the town centre took

place on Good Friday, followed
by the Good Friday Liturgy in
church. The New Fire was lit on
Easter Eve and Easter Day was
appropriately celebrated. And
then Choir enjoyed an Easter
Egg Hunt!
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heart of england

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Platinum Jubilee Concert
Saturday 11" Junc 2022, 7pm

St Alphege Church, Solihull, B91 3RQ

with

Free admission thanks to the generous support of the Solihull Celebrating Communitics Fund,
Tickets: wyww.trybooking.co.ul/BPWZ or Tel (121 705 5350.
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Fr. Andrew Hutchinson’s Last Service

O n Easter Sunday the Parish said farewell to Fr. Andrew as he prepared to move to his
new post. He will be Vicar for Liturgy and Worship in the East Cardiff Ministry Area in
the Diocese of Monmouth. After many years of inspired and kindly ministry at Solihull
School, in the Parish and far beyond, everyone will miss him greatly but thank him for all he
has done here. He presided and preached with his usual good humour, backed by profound
scholarship, at the Parish Easter Sunday Eucharist. After the service he was presented with
gifts and then all the congregation enjoyed a wonderful cake and the chance to say their
personal goodbyes. Fr. Andrew will be greatly missed but he has been called to new ministry
and Cardiff will certainly be truly blessed and most grateful for his service.

Carol Southworth




SHEPHERDSON COURT DAY CENTRE

7 Damson Parkway, Solihull West Midlands B91 2PP
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR COMPANY OR RESPITE FOR A LOVED ONE?

SHEPS - offers respite for older people in a day care setting

e Mobility Friendly e Activities and Mental Stimulation
e Motivation and Exercise e Nutritious Menu
e Socializing e Entertainment

e Person Centre Care and Support
e Individual Needs e.g. Administer Medication

e Art Class
e Refreshments
For further information contact Day Centre Manager on

0121 711 4266

daycentremanager@raynerhouse.co.uk

http://www.raynerhouseandyewtrees.co.uk

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
Fully Qualified
Ladies & Gentlemen’s Hairdresser

Job Advice Club Solihull FOR AN APPOINTMENT
LOOKING FOR WORK? Need help with: Telephone Claire:

4 Job Search Applications

. CVs 01564 79 46 84

& Interview Preparation 07931 751 451

2 Networking

INTERESTED? Drop-in on Mondays
10:30am to 12:30pm
- in the meeting room at the rear of
Solihull United Reformed Church B9? 3DA
Warwick Road, fopposite House of Fraser)
Emall contact point s angulrles.ojobadvicesollhull.cemm

Contact phone number is: 07745722273

L TA—

SOy ciGB = , ,
R e If you advertise here you will reach over a

andl our wonderful thousand households in Solihull each

i month, as well as supporting your church.

E EE Advertising in the Solihull Parish News

Contact our Advertising Manager, Tim Drakeford
TELEPHONE: 0121 705 4494
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ANMWN Lawin Cave

01564 340560
amw.uk.com

Lawn Mowing

Lawn Treatment
Turfing

Fencing
Landscaping

ADAM'’S TREE
SURGERY Lid

01564 898463

adamstreesurgery.biz
All aspects of tree surgery
Hedge cutting
Wood chippings
Logs Free local delivery

Based in Knowle Solihull

All work fully insured
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Computer Repairs

«  Virus & Malware Removal —
‘?\ o
« Broadband Issues e n
O trackcomputer‘s
. wi reless ROUters Iss“e computer engineers - you can Lrust

& Which? Recommendead
@ Fully Insured

+ Broadband Wireless Extensions

. Email Issues £ Horne / Business Support

- 7 © WE COME TO YOU
. One To One Training Ic . @ Established For 17 Years

& No Job To Small
Trusted trader € NOT A Franchise
& Friendly / NO Jargon
£ BASED IN SOLIHULL

« New Computers & Set Up

«  Computer Servicing

Call Mike Nash On Local Number ; 01564 330 505

www.ontrackcomputers.co.uk

email : helpme@ontrackcomputers.co.uk

BANNOCKS
PIANO LESSONS OF
Theory Aural Harmony S OLIHULL
= MONUMENTAL MASONS
JUANITA WATSON W
B.A. Hons., C.Ed., CT ABRSM, ALCM FIVE G%%ATIONS, FOUALITY
MANU INGAND SERVICE

Quavers, 35 Arundel Crescent, FROM, A FAMILY SINESS
Solihull B92 8RQ
-_-__-_"--
ALL ASPECTS OF

Tel: 0121-706-3819 MONUMENTAL MASONRY
LARGE DISPLAY

Registered by and Fellow of
The Incorporated Society of Musicians 117 Streetsbl"m)k RO ad

Solihull, B90 3PF

All levels (opposite Robin Hood Cemetery main gates)
The Blind and poorly sighted Tel: 0121 744 1727
also welcome www.bannocksmemorials.com
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Update from the Parish Wardens -

he month of May will have seen the Action Morning in Barston when we will have set

some priorities for our Transforming Church Action Plan (T.C.A.P.) and we will report
back on these priorities which, we pray, will help us move forward with our mission, and
seeking to encourage more people to faith and into our fellowships and congregations.

The process of recruiting a Priest in Charge (Rector Designate) has been a bit delayed but
we are in touch with Archdeacon Jenny Tomlinson and we trust that by the time you read
this the advertisement will have been placed; interviews will take place in June or early July.

We are continuing to review work with young people and will shortly be moving forward on
an appointment here too. We are also very aware that work need to be done to provide
something for our young adults.

We were much blessed by the Easter services and activities which helped us all to give
thanks for the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. These included 7he Easter
Story presentations, Stations of the Cross, the well-attended Walk of Witness, Tenebrae
Service, Easter Day Dawn Service in Oak Cottage Garden, and a large attendance for the
Easter Day Eucharist at St. Alphege when we said goodbye to Father Andrew.

We had our Annual Parish Meetings at the end of April when reports were presented on
many aspects of Parish life in the past year. If you were not able to be there and would like
to see the reports, they are available on ChurchBuilder or there may be a few copies from
the Parish Office.

The repairs to St. Alphege Church are now well underway in stages — it is expected that they
will be completed by the Autumn. We do apologise for the inconvenience caused but these
repairs are essential. We do thank Phil Godfrey for overseeing this so well and to the
Guardians for so generously paying for the vast majority of this work.

The Platinum Jubilee Celebrations will soon be upon us with a Flower Festival in St. Alphege
for the whole Parish, a Platinum Jubilee Tea from the Mothers’ Union, and the Grand Concert
from the Choir.

June also sees the St. Helen’s 60t Anniversary Celebrations start with a Social on 11t June
and the visit of Bishop David to the special Service on 12t June. Congratulations!

Let us continue to pray for the appointments of the right persons for our Priest in Charge
and Youth Worker, and to pray for the Parish as a whole.

Pam Price

Andrew Williams

May 2022
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S JOHNSON WEALTH MANAGEMENT LLP

INVESTMENT SPECIALISTS

We are Chartered Financial Planners who have been
providing professional and impartial Independent Financial
Advice for over 30 years. Our services include but are not
limited to:

* Investment Advice

* Pension Planning

» Wealth Management

* Inheritance Tax & Estate Planning
* Tax Mitigation

Chartered

We are happy to meet and discuss your needs at your Fpl?anaal
home, place of business, by video call, at our offices or anner
over the telephone.

Interested? Call or email us to make a no-obligation
appointment.

5. Johnson Wealth Management LLP A :
uthorised & Regulated by The
J48 Evomsord Lane, Ward £nd, Financial Conduct Authority
Birmingham, B8 2RZ

www.RiskandReturn.co.uk
0121 327 1977

help@s-johnson.co.uk
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Chris Thomas on his visit to the Taize
community in Burgundy, France

In our June Eucharists at St. Alphege, we will be introducing some Taizé chants as the
communion hymn.

In a visit to the Taizé Community earlier in my career, I was very fortunate to meet Brother
Xavier, a Belgian who had been there for three years as a ‘singing’ brother. I was armed
with a few questions—and here is an extract, with the answers paraphrased from his broken
English.

Chris: There is something special here, when two thousand young people are gathered in
a mood of silent expectancy, to the clear, clean tones of a Baroque organ playing some
Pachelbel, Bach or Buxtehude fugue, followed by a full three minutes’ silence; then a brother
chants an Alleluia, to which everyone responds in rich harmony, without announcement or
visible leader.

Brother Xavier: We learn to sing in harmony and to ‘carry our part’ at the daily practice,
to which everyone is invited. About once a week we use other instruments in the chants, if
the players are good enough. Otherwise, it's all unaccompanied.

Chris: Why do you sing the chants so many times?

Brother Xavier: Because some of the time you can sing, and sometimes you can pray
without singing. We always write it down and rehearse it together.

Chris: The style of your music doesn't feature any of the elements common with today’s
youth music; no percussion instruments, blues harmony or persistent beat, no great
complexity of rhythm or simultaneity.

Brother Xavier: In another community those things might be appropriate. But ours is a
community of peace and reconciliation, and our musical style fits this. Also we do not have
sentimental music. We try to use only music that has objectivity, so that you can set any
prayer to it. Baroque harmony and Bach chorales seem good for this.

Chris: Surely young people become bored with this!

Brother Xavier: No, we don't find this. But we must admit that we get bored! Visitors
come for one day, one week, a fortnight, and they attend three services a day and sing one
hundred of our songs. But there are not many more than these hundred so we who are here
all year sing the same songs a lot!

Chris: Has the style of your music changed over the years?

Brother Xavier: Our style has been the same for a long time. But in a few years, who
knows it might change. But that doesn't matter—we don't plan ahead. The Lord teaches
us to live in the present, and not worry what style to use tomorrow.

To hear some Taizé chants, follow these links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuPcxLjVxtg

www.taize.fr
https://www.taize.fr/en_article338.html#main

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taizé_Community

Chris Thomas
-40 -



(Traditional Cream Tea with Strawberries
Games and Crafts for children
Cake Stall, Plant Stall
Second-hand Books, Bric/a-Brac
Live music, Other drinks available

Queen’s Jubilee

Party

THURSDAY 2ND JUNE
Adults & Children £5

(incl. Cream Tea-and crafts)
Admission without Cream Tea £2
from 2pm until 5pm in the Oliver Bird Hall,
Church Hill Road, B91 3RQ

NI@N
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Major Works to the Windows an
Begin at St. Alphege

caffolding and tall timber supports are in place around the North porch of St. Alphege as

we go to press, ready for work to begin on the porch. This is the first phase of the
programme to restore some of the stonework and windows at St. Alphege. The huge vertical
baulks of timber resemble a Roman fort rather than a Medieval church, but it is good to know
that important maintenance is to begin. The porch dates from c.1350 so it is not the oldest
part of the building, but it is still over six and a half centuries since it was built, so it is entitled
to great care. We are perhaps the twenty-sixth generation to have the duty of preserving
this church, which is quite a sobering thought. While the work is taking place on site, entry
to the building at times may be via the West door only, parts of the churchyard may be closed
for a while, and there may be other inconveniences, but services and events will go ahead
as planned. By the time the work is finished, the fabric of the Medieval building will have
been secured and the stained-glass windows saved from further damage. As the work
progresses, Parish News will publish updates. The Church apologises for any inconvenience
caused.

Photographs by Michael Rumball
Carol Southworth
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C. Bastock Ltd
Funeral Directors

%
-

Our family willlook after yours fji

Our dedicated full time staff will guide you through the
arrangements to ensure a unique a befitting funeral.

Whether you have a traditional, contemporary or eco
funeral in mind our family are here to help you.

As an independent company we provide a truly
personal experience, allocating your own personal
funeral arranger, private viewing lounges and the Wearehappy toarrange;
5 5 L * Black fleet of cars
attention to detail you would expect from a family e Horse drawn hearses

i ® Alternative hearses and
business. sy

We are Pre-Paid Funeral Plan Specialists

Shirley Funeral Home Solihull Funeral Home Yardley Funeral Home

Our Silver fleet of Jaguars

Century House, 67-71 Warwick Road, 112, Church Road,
100, Stratford Road, Olton, Solihull. Yardley.
Shirley. B90 3BH B92 7HP B25 8UX
(Next to Poppy Island) (In Olton Hollow) (On Yew Tree Island)
0121 726 2626 0121 706 4040 0121 784 3230
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Independent living
Abbe 1eld with support for over 55s
1 & 1A Ashleigh Road,
Making time for Solihull, B91 1AE
This homely and friendly house, set in attractive gardens near to Solihull town centre,
has capacity for 16 residents in their own studio apartment
with a range of en-suite facilities.
Residents enjoy companionship, a sense of security, their own freedom to
come and go as they please, and can join in organised trips and events as
they wish. Nutritious, freshly prepared home-cooked meals are included,
together with dedicated on-site staff for support.

Short stays are available if you want to try us out — we'd love to see you!

We welcome residents claiming housing benetfits.

Telephone our House Manager Beverley Bassett, to
find out more or arrange a visit. 0121 71 1 2543

TON Steve Tremayne

\WAGIOIDE "8  (Carpentry & Joinery

Country Pub and Restaurant

Finwood Road, Rowington

R e Property Repairs, alterations
Tel. 01564 782 252 and maintenance

www.tomothewood.co.uk

Garage Conversions

High standard of work and
attention to detail

Friendly and efficient service

Familigs, grou Iking parties and dogs
are 5 welcome.

Telephone

0121 743 8185 07906 233288
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\Standley&Co

SO LICET ORS

The Complete Legal Service
for the

Private and Commercial Client

Company and Commercial Matters
Commercial Property
Employment & Litigation Problems
Family & Divorce Matters
Buying & Selling your Home
Wills & Inheritance Tax Planning
Probate & Trusts
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Court of Protection Applications
Administration of Estates

Please call us on 01564 776287
or visit our website
www.standley.co.uk

The partners and staff are dedicated to providing a
prompt effective service with understanding and care

1612 High Street, Knowle, Solihull B93 OJU

Tel: 01564 776287 Fax: 01564 778996
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Matters of Faith

Big Questions

have the good fortune to be living in a freehold property. However, I have always had a

nagging question for which, so far, I have not found the answer. I know that, in law, I
own the house and garden: but how much of the ground underneath do I own? In other
words, How far down do I own? Five feet, ten feet? Or perhaps as far as the centre of the
planet?

Well: as it happens, there is a clear Biblical answer. I am not actually the owner of anything!
Neither above ground, nor below it. Psalm 24 tells me that. It begins emphatically: “The
earth is Lord’s, and all that is in it.” That's not just poetry: it is fact. The Lord God created all
that there is, and God is the owner of all creation, including our planet.

This fact is declared unequivocally in the Torah, the divine law books of the Old Testament.
“The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine (says the Lord) . . . you are but
temporary dwellers and tenants.” This timeless truth is backed up by the story of Ahab and
Naboth'’s vineyard which you can read in 1 Kings chapter 21. It is referred to again in Ezekiel
46.18 and echoed in the New Testament in 1 Corinthians 10.26.

It is perhaps obvious that this spiritual truth has tremendous environmental implications
about which we are all now more aware. It is, to say the least, encouraging that we are at
last beginning to respond positively to the tragedy of having mis-managed the planet,
especially during the past two centuries, almost to the point of extinction. It is indeed a “do
or die” scenario. We are stewards of what God has creatively provided for us, whether
globally, or in terms of our so-called private possessions.

Equitable Justice

Stewardship is one of two great themes which run together through the Bible. The other one
is equitable sharing, or distributive justice. This theme is particularly highlighted in the
prophetic writings. The prophets repeatedly rebuke society for ignoring the needs of the
destitute, of refugees, of widows and orphans, and of those unable for whatever reason to
fend for themselves. I won't give Bible references for this: all you need to do is to open your
Bible and look at a few pages in any of the books of the prophets.

We do need to realise, however, that the modern world has not yet seriously addressed this
problem, even after 2000 years of Christianity. The tentative attempts of socialism in
Western society during the past two hundred years have made a faltering start, but we know
that there still remains a scandalous, and indeed growing, gap between the ‘haves’ and the
‘*have-nots’, both locally and globally. Mending the environment will be to no avail, merely a
meaningless exercise, if we do not urgently find ways of re-adjusting the world’s economics
in favour of those suffering deprivation. Charity is admirable, but, in this respect, it is of very
limited use without matching political will.

These are indeed big questions, and we cannot side-step them. But I would still like to know,
sooner or later, how much ground I am supposed to “own” beneath my feet! Any answers?

Martin Tunnicliffe
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Bastock&Bruce Lta

FUNERAL BIRECTAGRS

A partnership between C. Bastock [ td and Bruce Bragg

Bruce, grandson of Tom Bragg is now the only remaining
member of the Solihull Bragg family to own a funeral directors
in Solihull following the sale of the Bragg family business to a

national group in 2015. This partnership brings a family
business to Knowle with generations of experience ensuring

the truly personal service you would expect from a

Family Owned, Independent Funeral Director.

Brisker Court, 1685, High Street,
Knowle, Solihull. B93 OLN

01564 33 5577

Serving all surrounding areas
www.bastockandbruce.co.uk

If Knowle is difficult to get to,

home visits can be arranged
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Women's Theology Group

y he Women’s Theology Group meets in the evening on the

Women S second Wednesday of the month, on Zoom at present, to study
- i &%\l and discuss passages from the Bible, to consider appropriate
ThGOlogy Christian responses to current issues and to pray and support each
-‘5.':“@3' ; . other in faith. Previous sessions of Women's Theology have focussed

G‘ on the life of Julian of Norwich, the Christian response to transgender
roup and the story of Abigail in 1 Samuel.

Our most recent session explored the topic of Living in the age of ‘Post-Truth’

as a Christian and how we respond to it as Christians. “Post-Truth” was
Word of the Year in 2016.

The discussion touched on aspects such as social media, populism in politics, data
harvesting, and celebrity culture. A Post-Truth situation could be defined as on in which
people are less influenced by factual information than by their emotions or by beliefs
they already hold. We looked at how this situation could have developed, especially at the
growth of social media where publishing people’s views is unregulated and there has been a
rise in conspiracy theories. Many see the economic problems following the 2008 financial
crash which led to over twelve years of austerity and record amounts of income inequality
as an important cause. Some people have a God-shaped void in their lives that gets filled
with consumerism, celebrity ‘demi-gods’, far-left/far-right politics and conspiracy theories.
It seems that Post-Truth is not only a modern phenomenon; lies and alternate truths have
been pedalled throughout history. However, the way it is manifesting in our society is far
more extensive than in previous times. Fake news/propaganda used to exist via print
mediums, tv/cinema broadcasts or hearsay. George Orwell writes about Post-Truth in his
dystopian novel '1984', but in many ways Post-Truth is now centre stage. However, more
importantly than all this, the Bible constantly argues for the importance of truth.

Finally, the group looked at how Christians can navigate a Post-Truth world. We must check
what we are told or read, use rationality rather than emotion, call out untruths, expect
integrity from politicians, be honest with ourselves and be kind and listen to others, but
remember to question things. Most importantly we must ask God for help and pray for world
leaders. The Bible mentions truth many times. Gospel teaching can be summed up in John
4:24 God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in Spirit and in truth.”

Please join us for our next session on Wednesday 8th June at 7.30pm.

If you are interested in joining this friendly group or just want to find out more, please
e-mail Lizzie, Nic or Avril at:-

womenstheologysolihull@gmailcom
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Goodnight Mr

A family show by David Wood and
Michelle Magoriam

Evacuated during the build-up to the World War Two,
young William Beech is sent to the countryside and
builds a remarkable and moving friendship with the
elderly recluse Tom Oakley. A tale of two broken
souls, that celebrates the value of love and proves
that friendship knows no barriers.

www.hglt.co.uk

BILL BOYCE
DECORATORS

All types of Painting
Interior and Exterior,
Decorating, Glazing,
Free Estimates

Quality Workmanship

89 Union Road, Shirley, Solihull,
West Midlands B90 3BY
Telephone: 0121 744 0040
www.billboycedecorators.co.uk
billboycedecorators@hotmail.co.uk
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Dates and theatre

22 - 30 July 2022

Matinée Sat 23 & 30 July
Veitch Theatre (Main Stage)

Performance start time
7.30pm (2.30pm Matinée)

Box Office: 0333 666 3366
Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm

Ticket prices: £9 - £11

TURNING
Specialist Wood Turner

Commissions undertaken

il: philegodfrey@btinternet.com
Mobile: 07770 406870

 APS Support UK



For Your Diary —m
NIGN

Christian care for famllles
BT Bicoingham

Thursday 2nd June : 2.00pm - 5.00pm in the OBH.
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration - Strawberry Cream Tea.
See advert on page ??? For details.

Thursday 16 June : 10.30am in church - MU Corporate Eucharist.

Thursday 7t July : 10.00am. A 7rip to St Mary and St Bartholemew, Hampton-in-Arden.
Eucharist at 10am followed by a tour of the church and lunch at a local pub.

We can arrange lifts to these meetings:

The latest information is on the parish website Mothers’ Union page.
You can access this on wwwe.solihullparish.org.uk/mothers-union and also from the website
homepage top menu by clicking on Connect and then on Mothers’ Union.

WIVES' FELLOWSHIP T

Our Monthly Lunch Club will meet again on Friday 3™ June at 12 noon. If you wish, we could
meet at 11 a.m. at the Jubilee Flower Festival in St. Alphege Church. Please phone for

further details.
Carol Caldicott

0121 705 3168

St Alphege
All Age Eucharist

Sunday 12t June 9.15 a.m.
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STEPHEN & PHILIP

PAINTER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
INDEPENDENT & FAMILY-OWNED

Ill'l'l'll

lli..u.ll'llm

The only funeral homes still owned by
The Painter Family. Providing a dignified & personal
service across Birmingham & Solihull

HALL GREEN OFFICE ACOCKS GREEN OFFICE

192 ROBIN HOOD LANE 213 YARDLEY ROAD
HALL GREEN ACOCKS GREEN
BIRMINGHAM B28 OLG BIRMINGHAM B27 6LZ

TEL: 0121 777 4300 TEL: 0121 707 1172

WWW.STEPHENANDPHILIPPAINTER.COM




SOLIHVLL PARISH SAFEGUVARDING

Safeguarding Coordinator Viv Dobson, vhdobson@gmail.com 07960 783636

SOLIHVLL PARISH PCC & DCC CONTACTS

Parish Wardens Andrew Williams, arwilliams399@gmail.com 0121 705 3268
Pam Price, colandpam@ic24.net 0121 704 3104
PCC Minutes Secretary Meryl Homer
PCC Treasurer Ron Crowdy, 18 Wellington Grove 0121 705 3253
Parish Electoral Roll Officer Stephen Linstead, 20 Silhill Hall Road 0121 705 1376
St Alphege Deputy Wardens Susan Gomm, 10 Silverbirch Road 0121 705 0015
Sheila Sayers, 636 Streetsbrook Road 0121 705 5331
St Alphege Stewardship Recorder Frank Upton, 1 Rectory Road 0121 705 2963
St Helen Deputy Wardens Phil Godfrey 0121 705 3923
St Helen Hall Bookings Jeremy Eade, solomere@aol.com 0121 706 3831
St Michael Deputy Wardens Keith Wilson 0121 778 2295
Merrill Flood 0121 705 3291

SOLIHVLL PARISH NEWS CONTACTS

Editor Carol Southworth, parishnews@solihullparish.org.uk 0121 705 4958
Production Roger Edwards, 39 Westfield Close, Dorridge, B93 8DY 01564 739134
Treasurer Roger Giddings, 70 Silhill Hall Road 0121 686 3422
Postal Subscriptions Helen Russell, 30 De Moram Grove, B92 0PZ 07710 473 418
Advertising Manager Tim Drakeford, 42 Fowgay Drive 0121 705 4494
Circulation Enquiries Philip Tew, 19 Parklands, Blossomfield Road, 0121 537 1236
B91 1NG or the Parish Office
Printers Prontaprint, 126 Station Road, Knowle, B93 0OEP 0121 705 9988

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the views
of Solihull Parish News or of Solihull Parish.

NOTE FOR ADVERTISERS AND POTENTIAL ADVERTISERS

Would all advertisers please ensure that any changes they might require to their advert, or notice of
cancellation, are routed through the Advertising Manager (Tim Drakeford, 42 Fowgay Drive, Solihull
B91 3PH, Tel 705 4494) in sufficient time to meet the copy date for the issue in which they wish the
changes to take effect. The copy date is usually the first Friday of the preceding month, but the exact
date of the next copy date is shown below. Similarly, would new advertisers please ensure that their
requirements for advertising space are also routed through the Advertising Manager in plenty of time
to meet the required copy date.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE JULY/AUGUST EDITION OF THE PARISH NEWS
MUST BE IN BY FRIDAY, 374 JUNE PLEASE.
Email to parishnews@solihullparish.org.uk or leave in the Parish Office
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SOLIHVLL PARISH STAFF & CONTACTS

Team Rector

The position is currently vacant

Team Vicar for St Michael
(Not available Thursdays)

The Revd Simon Marshall
St Michael's Church Centre, Oak Cottage,
Bryanston Road, Solihull, B91 1BS

simon@solihullparish.org.uk
0121 704 4730

Team Vicar for St Helen The Revd Helen Greenham

(Not currently available)

sthoffice@solihullparish.org.uk

Pioneer Minister
(Not available Fridays)

Suzette Maguire
10 Middlewood Close, Solihull, B91 2TY

s.maguire@solihullparish.org.uk
0121 709 0884

Associate Priest

The Revd Sue Chandler

s.chandler@solihullparish.org.uk
07970 791288

Ministry and Leadership

The Venerable Paul Taylor

pstaylor53@gmail.com

Support 07796 691203
Linda Hicks 01564 782557
Stephen Linstead 0121 705 1376
Beryl Moppett 1217 7

Readers Chris Carrington 8121 732 8382
Paul Smith

Ruth Marshall

07887 663 171
07732 121320

Assistance is also
offered by

The Revd. Roger Chamberlain

revrog@hotmail.co.uk

Director of Music
& Organist

Christopher Martin Thomas

c.thomas@solihullparish.org.uk

Music Department
Administrator

Isabel Baumber

isabel@solihullparish.org.uk

Director of Children’s
& Families’ Ministry

Linda Hicks
Room 3, Oliver Bird Hall,
Church Hill Road, Solihull, B91 3RQ

l.hicks@solihullparish.org.uk
07838 670772
0121 270 7390

Youth Worker

The position is currently vacant

Youth Assistants

Debbie Woodward & Lynn Smart
Youth Office, Oliver Bird Hall,
Church Hill Road, Solihull, B91 3RQ

d.woodward@solihullparish.org.uk
l.smart@solihullparish.org.uk
0121 661 6303

St Alphege Verger

Paul Evans
Verger's Office at St Alphege Church

07483 318713

St Alphege
Tower Secretary

Sand Cooper

sand.cooper@outlook.com

Parish Administrators
PARISH OFFICE

Oliver Bird Hall Bookings Www.solihullparish.org.uk/church-hall-hire/

Ann Colloby & Prem Patel
Parish Office, Oliver Bird Hall,
Church Hill Road, Solihull, B91 3RQ

office@solihullparish.org.uk
0121 705 5350

Mon-Thu 9am to 1pm;
Fri 9am to 12 noon




Need advice on Headstones?

Get free, impartial advice on
all aspects of Headstones,
Cremation Desks & Tablets,
and a free colour brochure.

POLLARD MEMORIALS

www.pollardmemorials.co.uk

Many examples of our work in the churchyard at St Alphege, Solihull,
and at Widney Manor and Robin Hood Cemeteries.

Phone 01676 534618

326, Kenilworth Road, Balsall Common, CV7 7ER

Design.

When you need a professional design “ [ ' B r

and print solution, call the experts.

www.prontaprint.com

126 Station Road, Knowle B93 OEP
Tel: 0121 705 9988 Email: sales@solihull.prontaprint.com » © 0




