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The Eucharist  
in the season of Epiphany 

  
Order of Service  

Sunday 21st - 3rd Sunday of Epiphany and  
28th January 2024 – Candlemas 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  



Processional hymn – 675 (21st) 
  373 (28th)   

 
The Gathering 

 
In the name of the ✚ Father, 
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen.  
Greeting 

 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
All   From the rising of the sun to its setting 
your name is proclaimed in all the world. 

 
The Lord of glory be with you. 

All   The Lord bless you. 
 
Words of welcome and introduction may be added 

 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
(21st) 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 
 
(28th) 

 Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: 
 ‘I am the light of the world. 
 Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness 
 but shall have the light of life.’ 
 Let us herefore bring our sins into his light 
 and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Silence is kept 
 
God be gracious to us and bless us, 



and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All   Christ, have mercy. 
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

 
Absolution 

May God who loved the world so much  
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour  
✚ forgive you your sins  
and make you holy to serve him in the world,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All  Amen. 
 



Gloria in Excelsis 
 
The Choir and Congregation sing the Gloria 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth. 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father. 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth. 
 
We worship you, we give you 
thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us, 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father:  
receive our prayer,  
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth. 
You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth. 
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  
 

(21st and 28th) Music by Martin How 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Collect Prayer 
Please remain standing 

 
A moment of stillness is kept. 

 
All  Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
We sit 

 
Bible Reading 

First Reading:  
(21st) - Genesis 14. 17-20 
(28th) - Malachi 3. 1-5 

 
At the end of the reading: 
This is the word of the Lord 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm (21st) 128 
 

Repeat after the Cantor: 

 

 

 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. 

All  O blessed are they who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 
 
Your wife like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; 
Your children like shoots of the olive around your table. 

All  O blessed are they who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 
 
Indeed thus shall be blest all those who fear the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life! 

All  O blessed are they who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 



 Gradual Psalm (28th) 24 
 

Refrain: repeat after the choir, then once between verses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Verses (choir) 
 

1. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof,  
The world and those who dwell therein. 
He has founded it upon the seas, 
And has established it upon the rivers.  

All Lift up your heads O ye gates and be lifted up O ancient doors: that the King 
of Glory may come in. 

 
2. Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord, 
And stand in his holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
Who does not lift up his soul to what is false.  

All  Lift up your heads O ye gates and be lifted up O ancient doors: that the King 
of Glory may come in. 

 
3. The blessing of the Lord is theirs, 
And peace from the God of their salvation: 
Such is the people who seek him, 
Who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  

All  Lift up your heads O ye gates and be lifted up O ancient doors: that the King 
of Glory may come in. 

 
4. Who is the King of Glory? 
The Lord strong and mighty in battle. 
Who is this King of Glory? 
The Lord of Hosts is his name.  

All  Lift up your heads O ye gates and be lifted up O ancient doors: that the King 
of Glory may come in. 

All  Lift up your heads O ye gates and be lifted up O ancient doors: that the King 
of Glory may come in. 



 
 
Second Reading:  
21st Jan - Revelations 19. 6-10 
28th Jan – Hebrews 2. 14-end  
 

At the end of the reading: 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
All   Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel reading 

 

We stand  
 (21st) 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh, 
proclaimed among the nations 
and believed in throughout all the world. 

All   Alleluia. 
 
(28th) 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 This child is the light to enlighten the nations, 
 and the glory of your people Israel 
All   Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N  
 
All   Glory to you, O Lord 
 

At the end of the Gospel reading: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All   Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon 
We sit 

 
 



The Creed 
We stand 

Let us declare our faith in God together. 
 
All   We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 



Intercessions 
We sit or kneel 

 
The following response may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All   hear our prayer. 
 
The following response may be used at the end of the prayers: 
 

Merciful Father, 
All    accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

We stand 
 
 

The Peace 
(21st) 

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 
 
(28th) 

In the tender mercy of our God 
the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 



Offertory Hymn – (21st) 11 
(28th) 428 (omit V3)  

 
Preparation of the Table 

Gracious God, 
accept the offering of your Church, 
the hearts of your people 
joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All   Amen 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
President:  The Lord is here. 
All His Spirit is with us.  
 
President: Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord.  
 
President: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 
(21st) 
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 



(28th) 

It is indeed right and good, 
Always and everywhere to give thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ, who is one  with you from all eternity. 
For on this day he appeared in the temple 
in substance of our flesh 
to come near to us in judgement. 
He searches the hearts of all your people 
and brings to light the image of your splendour. 
Your servant Simeon acclaimed him as the light to lighten the nations 
while Anna spoke of him to all who looked for your redemption. 
Destined for the falling and rising of many, 
he was lifted high upon the cross 
and a sword of sorrow pierced his mother’s heart 
when by his sacrifice he made our peace with you. 
And now we rejoice and glorify your name 
that we, too have seen your salvation 
and join with angels and archangels 
in their unending hymn of praise: 
 
The Choir sings the Sanctus and Benedictus: 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. 
Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory: 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most High.   
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Music by  

21st Jan - Darke 
28th Jan - Wood 

 

 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 



On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Alphege, Helen, Michael… 
and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 



in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All    Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 
Believing the promises of God, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
All Our Father, 
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the bread 

 
We break the bread of life 
and that life is the light of the world. 

All God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As the bread is broken the Choir sings the Agnus Dei. 
 

O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, 
grant us Thy peace. 
 

Music by  
21st Jan - Darke 
28th Jan - Wood 

 

Music by  
Harold Darke 

 
 
 

We are all invited to draw near to God today. If you, or your children, regularly 
receive the bread and wine at any Christian church, you are most welcome to do 
so.  If you do not usually receive the bread and wine, or prefer not to do so today, 
you are invited to come forward to receive a prayer of blessing. If you do this, you 
may want to hold your hands together in prayer so that we know your intention. 
Thank you.    

Giving of Communion 
The invitation to Communion 
 

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 
All Lord, give us this bread always. 
 
The Choir sings an anthem during the Distribution.  
 
(21st) Listen Sweet Dove – Ives 
(28th) When to the Temple Mary went - Eccard 
 

Communion Hymn – (21st) 427 
(28th) 139 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

 
A moment of stillness is kept. 
 

Lord God, 

the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 

may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 

discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  



All   God our Father,  
whose Word has come among us 
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts 
and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
 

 
SENDING OUT 

 
Blessing 

 
(21st) 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom: 
and the blessing… 

All   Amen. 
 

(28th) 
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 
fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will: 
and the blessing… 

All   Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
 

We have seen his glory, 
the glory revealed to all the nations. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All    In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn – (21st) 747 
(28th) 369 

 
Organ voluntary 
(21st) Pièce Heroïque - Frank 
(28th) Fanfare Shine, Jesus, Shine - Tambling 
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