
1 
 

 

St. Alphege Church 

in the Solihull Parish 

 

THE TRIDUUM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER EVE 

The Easter Vigil 

Saturday 30 March 2024 

 



2 
 

 

Introduction 

 

From earliest times Christians have gathered through the night of Easter to 

recall the story of God’s saving work, from creation through to the death and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. However, the Easter Liturgy is not 

merely a presentation of God’s work. It is meant to be a real experience of new 

life for the worshipper, a passing from darkness to light which offers hope to all 

the faithful. It is therefore important that the preparation is prayerful and 

thorough. 

 

The Easter Vigil marks the end of the emptiness of Holy Saturday, and leads 

into the celebration of Christ’s resurrection. The singing of the Exsultet, the 

ancient hymn of triumph and rejoicing, links this night of our Christian 

redemption to the Passover night of Israel’s redemption out of Egypt. 

 

Christian baptism is a participation in the death and resurrection of Christ, a 

dying to sin in order to be reborn in him, and the Easter Vigil was from early 

Christian times a preferred occasion for baptism. It is fittingly a time when 

those who are already Christians may repeat with renewed 

commitment the promises of their own baptism, and strengthen their sense of 

incorporation into the royal and priestly ministry of the whole people of God. 

The Easter Gospel is proclaimed with all the joy and splendour that the church 

can find. The Easter Eucharist follows immediately on from the Vigil. All the 

resources of the church – music, flowers, bells, colours – are used to celebrate 

Christ’s resurrection. The ‘Alleluia’, which has been silent throughout Lent, 

returns. 
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The Four Main Elements of the Easter Liturgy 

The Easter Liturgy contains four main elements which are intended to form a 

single whole: 
  

The Service of Light 

The Service of Light proclaims the resurrection of Christ from the dead in word 

and action, in silence and sound. The Easter Candle, symbolizing Christ, the 

Light of the world, is lit and the light is carried through the church and 

progressively passed to the whole congregation. The Exsultet, an ancient 

Easter song of praise, is sung as the climax of this part of the liturgy. The 

theme is one of thanksgiving for God’s saving work revealed in Jewish history 

and finally in the rising of Christ and the paschal mystery. 

 

The Vigil 

This is probably the oldest feature of the Easter celebrations. From its earliest 

times the Church would keep watch through the night and meditate on the 

mighty works of God. Christians would pray until the earliest hours of the 

morning, when Christ’s resurrection was acclaimed. The Vigil is properly a 

service for the night and should never begin before sunset on Holy Saturday. 

The heart of the Vigil is the reading of key passages from Scripture telling of 

God’s saving love.  

 

The Liturgy of Initiation 

The Easter Liturgy is not just one of the Easter services but a major baptismal 

event, because baptism and Easter have been closely linked from at least the 

end of the second century. Lent became the period of preparation for entering 

into the Church’s fellowship through baptism at Easter. Candidates entered 

into the life of Christ’s death and resurrection in the midst of the Church’s 

celebration of them. It is therefore appropriate that there should be a 

celebration of Baptism (of those able to answer for themselves) and/or 

Confirmation during the Easter Liturgy, or at the very  least, there should be a 

Re-affirmation of Baptismal Vows by the Christian community as a public 

declaration of their union with Christ in his death and resurrection.  

 

The Eucharist 

The celebration of the Eucharist is the proper climax to the Easter Liturgy 

when we are sacramentally reunited with our risen Lord. 
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The Service of Light 

 

The building being in darkness, everyone stands outside the west door, 

where the New Fire will be lit. 

 

All stand and face the ministers. 

The President says 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

on this most holy night, 

when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 

the Church invites her children throughout the world 

to come together in vigil and prayer. 

This is the Passover of the Lord. 

We remember his death and resurrection 

by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, 

confident that we shall share his victory over death 

and live with him for ever in God. 

 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

The new fire is kindled.  

 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night 

to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 

set us aflame with the fire of your love, 

and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Christ yesterday and today, 

the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, 

all time belongs to him, 

and all ages; 

to him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. 

All Amen. 
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By his holy and glorious wounds 

may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. 

All  Amen. 

 

The congregation enter the church ahead of the procession.   

 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

 

(Sung) 

The light of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

The procession of the Easter Candle moves further into the building and 

then stops under the chandelier. 

 

(Sung) 

The light of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

The candles of those at the end of aisles are lit from the Easter Candle.  

Please light each other’s candles.   

 

The procession continues to the centre of the building and stops once 

more by the lectern. 

 

(Sung) 

The light of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

The candles of those around are lit. 

 

The Easter Candle is placed on a stand in the midst of the building. 
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The Easter Proclamation (The Exsultet) 

Please remain standing. 

A minister proclaims the Exsultet  

 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 

and let your trumpets shout Salvation 

for the victory of our mighty King. 

 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, 

bright with a glorious splendour, 

for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 

and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 

resound with the praises of your people. 

 

All you who stand near this marvellous and holy flame, 

pray with me to God the Almighty 

for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 

through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

All  And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart 

and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal 

God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 

Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of 

Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 

 



7 
 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out 

of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the 

gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose 

victorious from the grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and 

loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed 

away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It 

casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is 

reconciled to God. 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in 

your honour.  May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May 

Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he 

who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

THE VIGIL 

 

We sit. 

The President introduces the Vigil with these words: 

 

As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds 

in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in the 

fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that 

through this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in each of us 

the saving work he has begun. 
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Reading 

Exodus 3: 1-6 

Moses at the Burning Bush 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 

Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 

mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 

flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it 

was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this 

great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.’ 4When the LORD saw 

that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 

‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5Then he said, ‘Come no 

closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 

standing is holy ground.’ 6He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses 

hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

Response: Taizé Chant 

We remain seated or kneel. 

 

HON 791 

Within our darkest night you kindle a fire that never dies away.   

(repeat 4 times) 

 

Reading 

Exodus 14: 10-end; Exodus 15: 1a 

We sit. 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 

Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to 

the LORD. They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in 

Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have 

you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told 

you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would 

have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm, 

and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for 
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the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The LORD 

will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.’ 

Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 

Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your 

hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on 

dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will 

go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all 

his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall 

know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over 

Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and 

went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and 

took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the 

army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 

the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea 

back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and 

the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, 

the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The 

Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s 

horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in 

the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and 

threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so 

that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the 

Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.’ Then 

the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 

water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 

drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the 

sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, 

the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and 

covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 

that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the 

Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall 

for them on their right and on their left. 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw 

the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the 
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LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and 

believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. Then Moses and the 

Israelites sang this song to the LORD: 

‘I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he 

has thrown into the sea. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Choir sings Psalm 114 

 

We remain seated. 

 

1. WHEN Israel came out of Egypt: and the house of Jacob from 

among the strange people, 

2. Judah was his sanctuary: and Israel his dominion. 

3. The sea saw that, and fled: Jordan was driven back. 

4. The mountains skipped like rams: and the little hills like young 

sheep. 

5. What aileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest: and thou Jordan, 

that thou wast driven back? 

6. Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams: and ye little hills, like young 

sheep? 

7. Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord: at the presence of 

the God of Jacob; 

8. Who turned the hard rock into a standing water: and the flint-stone 

into a springing well. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 
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Reading 

Ezekiel 37: 1-4 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 

of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 

bones. 2He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the 

valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 

live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ 4Then he said to me, 

‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word 

of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause 

breathto enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 

you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 

come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 

and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 

winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’10I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 

they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 

Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.13And 

you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring 

you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, 

and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’  

This is the word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn – HON 77 

 

We stand. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what Thou dost love, 

and do what Thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

until my heart is pure, 

until with Thee I will one will, 

to do and to endure. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

till I am wholly Thine, 

until this earthly part of me 

glows with Thy fire divine. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

so shall I never die, 

but live with Thee the perfect life 

of Thine eternity. 

 

 

The Easter Acclamation 

 

We stand 

 

President:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

All    He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

A joyful fanfare may be played, bells rung, cymbals clashed, noise made. 
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Gloria in Excelsis from Mozart’s Spatzenmesse  

 

The Gloria in Excelsis is sung by the choir in English or Latin; the lights 

are switched on and the people’s candles extinguished. 

 

Gloria in excélsis Deo et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntátis.  

Laudamus te, benedícimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, gratias 

agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam, Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, 

Deus Pater omnipotens.   

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe; Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Fílius 

Patris, qui tollis peccáta mundi, miserere nobis; qui tollis peccata mundi,  

suscipe deprecationem nostram.  

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis.  Quoniam tu solus 

Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe, cum Sancto 

Spiritu: in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, goodwill towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee,  

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  

 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesu Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

 

that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.  

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ,  

with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect 

 

President:  Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

God of glory, 

by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 

fill your Church with faith and hope; 

for a new day has dawned 

and the way to life stands open 

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All Amen. 

 

New Testament Reading 

Romans 6.3-11 

We sit. 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by 

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 

crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we 

might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from 

sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he 

died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Words: George Herbert; Tune: NOTTINGHAM 

 

 

Gradual Hymn – HON 111 

We stand. 

 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 

such a way, as gives us breath; 

such a truth as ends all strife; 

such a life as killeth death. 

 

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 

such a light as shows a feast; 

such a feast as mends in length; 

such a strength as makes his guest. 

 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 

such a joy as none can move; 

such a love as none can part; 

such a heart as joys in love. 
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 Gospel Reading 

Mark 16.1-8 

 

We remain standing. 

 

Deacon: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

All  Alleluia. 

He has defeated the powers of death. 

All  Alleluia. 

Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. 

All  Alleluia. 

He has the words of eternal life. 

All  Alleluia. 

 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 

James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 
2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 

went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll 

away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ 4When they looked 

up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been 

rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in 

a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said 

to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place 

they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead 

of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ 8So they 

went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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THE LITURGY OF INITIATION 

 

The choir sings psalm 126.   

 

During the singing of this psalm, the procession moves westwards to the 

font. 

 

WHEN the Lord turned again the captivity of Sion : then were we like unto 

them that dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter : and our tongue with joy. 

3 Then said they among the heathen : The Lord hath done great things 

for them. 

4 Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us already : whereof we 

rejoice. 

5 Turn our captivity, O Lord : as the rivers in the south. 

6 They that sow in tears : shall reap in joy. 

7 He that now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth forth good seed : 

shall doubtless come again with joy, and bring his sheaves with him. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 

President: 

 

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, 

we remember that through the paschal mystery, we have died and been 

buried with him in baptism. 
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The Renewal of Baptism Vows 

 

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask: 
 

Do you turn to Christ? 

All  I turn to Christ. 
 

Do you repent of your sins? 

All  I repent of my sins. 
 

Do you renounce evil? 

All  I renounce evil. 

 

May almighty God who has given you the desire to follow Christ give you 

the strength to continue in the way. 

 

Prayer over the Water 

 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

All who keeps his promise for ever. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ was baptised in the river 

Jordan, we thank you for the gift of water to cleanse and revive us. 

 

Deacon   Saving God, 

All   give us life. 

 

We thank you that through the waters of the Red Sea you led your 

people out of slavery, to freedom in the Promised Land. 

 

Deacon   Saving God, 

All   give us life. 



19 
 

 

We thank you that through the deep waters of death you brought 

your Son, and raised him to life in triumph. 

 

Deacon   Saving God, 

All   give us life. 

 

Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it may be made 

one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection, to be cleansed and 

delivered from all sin. 

 

Deacon  Saving God, 

All   give us life. 

 

Send your Holy Spirit upon them, bring them to new birth in the 

household of faith and raise them with Christ to full and eternal life; for all 

might, majesty, authority and power are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Deacon  Saving God, 

All   give us life. 
 

 

Profession of Faith 

 

Sisters and brothers and, I ask you to profess the faith of the 

Church. 
 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

All I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  

 Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 

with all who have been baptised into your name. 

Keep us faithful to our baptism, 

and so make us ready for that day 

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.   

All Amen. 
 

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted and 

grounded in love and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 

All Amen. 

 

The procession returns up the nave, the president sprinkling the people 

with water from the font. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

President: The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and 

   said, “Peace be with you.” Then were they glad when they 

   saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

 

   Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. 

All   And also with you. Alleluia. 

 

Deacon:  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace, greeting one another with these 

words: “Christ is risen!” 
 

The altar candles are lit. 

 

 

 

Hymn – HON 10 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Hearts to heaven and voices raise; 

sing to God a hymn of gladness, 

sing to God a hymn of praise: 

he who on the cross a victim 

for the world's salvation bled, 

Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 

now is risen from the dead. 
 

Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits 

of the holy harvest field, 

which will all its full abundance 

at his second coming yield; 

then the golden ears of harvest 

will their heads before him wave, 

ripened by his glorious sunshine, 

from the furrows of the grave. 
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Christ is risen, we are risen; 

shed upon us heavenly grace, 

rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 

from the brightness of thy face; 

that we, with our hearts in heaven, 

here on earth may fruitful be, 

and by angel-hands be gathered, 

and be ever, Lord, with thee. 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Glory be to God on high; 

Alleluia to the Saviour, 

who has gained the victory; 

Alleluia to the Spirit, 

fount of love and sanctity; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

to the Triune Majesty. 

 

Words: Christopher Wordsworth; Tune: LUX EOI. 
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Preparation of the Table 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 

Be present, be present,  

Lord Jesus Christ, 

our risen high priest; 

Make yourself known in the breaking of bread.  

All  Amen. 

 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

We remain standing for the whole of the Eucharistic Prayer  
 

President     The Lord be with you. 

All                  And also with you. 

 

President      Lift up your hearts. 

All                  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

President      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All                  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 

and on this night of our redemption 

to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works. 

 

For by the mystery of his passion 

Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
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And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 

 

The choir sings the Sanctus from Mozart’s Spatzenmesse: 

 

Holy, holy, holy      Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus 

Lord, God of Hosts,      Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 

heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Pleni sunt coeli et terra  

Glory be to thee,  Gloria tua. 

O Lord most high.      Hosanna in excelsis. 

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
 

Deacon   Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

All   Dying you destroyed our death, 

   rising you restored our life: 

   Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy  

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We sit or kneel. 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as our 

Saviour has taught us: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

For ever and ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 

whoever eats this bread will for ever. 

All  Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 

 

Agnus Dei from Mozart’s Spatzenmesse 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 

 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

have mercy upon us.   

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

grant us thy peace.  

 

Giving of Communion 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

The president invites the people to receive Holy Communion. 

 

 

The president and people receive Holy Communion. 

 

The choir sings an anthem or motet during the distribution – Let all the 

World by Vaughan Williams.   
 

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 

My God and King. 

The heavens are not too high, 

His praise may thither flie; 

The earth is not too low, 

His praises there may grow. 
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Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 

My God and King. 

The Church with psalms must shout, 

No doore can keep them out; 

But above all, the heart 

Must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 

My God and King. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Silence is kept. 

God of Life, 

who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 

to the death of the cross, 

and by his glorious resurrection 

have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 

grant us so to die daily to sin, 

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

 

Please stand. 

 

The Blessing  

 

President       God the Father by whose love Christ was raised from the  

   Dead, open to you who believe the gate of everlasting life. 

All                 Amen. 

 

President       God the Son who in bursting the grave has won a glorious  

victory, give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 

All                 Amen. 

 

President  God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of  

the risen Lord, empower you and fill you with Christ’s 

peace.  

All                 Amen. 
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President  And the blessing of God almighty, 

   ✚ the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

   be among you and remain with you always.   

All                 Amen.     

 

Deacon: With the risen life of Christ within you,  

 go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Hymn – HON 653  

(Outward procession v1) 

The strife is o’er, the battle done; 

now is the Victor’s triumph won;  

O let the song of praise be sung: 

Alleluia!               

 

Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst, 

and Jesus hath his foes dispersed, 

let shouts of praise and joy outburst. 

Alleluia!  

 

On the third morn he rose again 

Glorious in majesty to reign, 

O let us swell the joyful strain. 

Alleluia!    

 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee 

from death's dread sting thy servants free, 

that we may live, and sing to thee 

Alleluia! 

  Words: Latin hymn (17th century), trans. Francis Potts; Tune: VICTORY 

 

Organ Voluntary: Toccata - Lanquetuit 
 


