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Sun 30 Nov 2025 — Advent Sunday

10.30 Holy Eucharist
President and Preacher:
Sun Rev'd Nick Parker
30 Nov

5.00pm Advent Carol Service
At St Alphege

9.30am Morning Prayer

Wed In St Michael's Chapel
3 Dec
10.00am Holy Eucharist
In St Michael's Chapel
Sun 10.30 Holy Eucharist
7 Dec President & Preacher: Fr Simon

In need: Megan, Angela, Hazel, Evelyn Berry, Rosie
Hayler.

The departed:

In memory: Horace Hopkins, Sandy Simpson, Elsie
Cox, Mair Wilson, Bob Bloomfield, Norman Davies,
Graham Bennett, Molly Westerly.

COLLECT PRAYER
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from

the darkness of sin to the lightness of holiness, that
we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 2.1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lorb's house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lorp,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;

nation shall not Llift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lorb!

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 24.36-44

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be
the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
an unexpected hour.
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NOTICES

We are collecting toys for children of prisoners at
HMP Birmingham. Toys should be unwrapped,
suitable for children up to the age of 13 and exclude
anything of a violent nature. Please bring to the
Sunday 10.30 service by 14 Dec. Alternatively
contact David Yarnold on 07752 582678 who will
collect donations. Thank you.

Hampton Singers traditional Christmas concert at
4pm on Sat 13th Dec 2025 at the Church of St Mary,
Temple Balsall. Tickets £15, available at

https://hamptonsingers.co.uk/ - or from Bruce Hart.

Chapel Chat on Thurs 4 Dec 2pm - 4pm in St
Michael's Chapel. Refreshments will have a
Christmas theme. All are welcome.

Retirement. | just wanted to let you know that | am
retiring from Reader ministry at the end of this year
after 30 years. Many thanks to all at St Michael's
who have supported me during this time. Paul.

St Michael’s Church: 07514 373400 ; Email: simon@solihullparish.org.uk



https://hamptonsingers.co.uk/christmas-2025-concert-temple-balsall/
mailto:simon@solihullparish.org.uk

Mince Pies: We shall require mince pies/cakes for
after the Carol Service on 14 Dec. If you could help
please let Merrill know.
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1. Come, thou long expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.

2. Come, let us, in this holy place,
the God of Jacob praise,

that we may walk the path of grace
and learn his peaceful ways;

For God who utters gracious laws
his holy word will speak,

and settle every nation's cause,
the mighty and the weak.

Our swords to ploughshares we shall turn,
to pruning hooks our spears,

and nations will no longer learn

the politics of fear.

Then all creation will be free,

and none will be afraid,

when heav'n and earth rejoice to see
the beauty God has made.

3. In the depth of winter’s darkness,
lost in gloomy shades of night,

all humanity stands watching,

waiting for God's promised Light.
Maranatha, maranatha,

come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!

Now the time of preparation -
with repentance, hope, resolve,
let us ready minds and spirits
for the Christ who comes in love.
Maranatha, maranatha,

come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!

Once he came, and still he's coming,
mystery both new and old -

what the hour of his new Advent
prophets have not known or told.
Maranatha, maranatha,

come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!

Doing justice, showing mercy,
praying, praising, let us wait

so that we may greet his coming
ready for the Daystar's Light.
Maranatha, maranatha,

come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!

4. Longing for light, we wait in darkness,
Longing for truth, we turn to you.

Make us your own, your holy people,

Light for the world to see.

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts,
Shine through the darkness.

Christ be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.

Christ be our light.......

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
Shared until all are fed.

Christ be our light.......




