
Description of our New Services:  

9:30am Service for All the Church Family 

These services include special provision for children and young people but are suitable 
for those of all ages who are young of heart. 

The shape of the service will vary depending on whether we remain together throughout 
(the All Age Service) or divide by age group part way through (the Journey Service). 

Journey Service 

Our ‘Journey Service’ will be in two parts with a journey at the centre as the title 
suggests. The service is intended for old and young alike starting together in the church 
where we will introduce the weekly theme, sing songs with actions, hear the Gospel, 
and together share bread, wine and God’s blessing – the focus being on the Sacrament. 
At the conclusion of this first part (approximately 25 minutes) we will journey together to 
the Oliver Bird Hall where children and young people will have themed activities suited 
to their age group, whilst adults will be invited to delve more deeply into whatever the 
theme may be, exploring the scriptures and discussing together – the focus for all of us 
being on God’s Word. This second part will last approximately 20-25 minutes. Whilst we 
hope people will wish to attend both halves of the Journey Service this modular 
approach allows flexibility such that if it suits people to come to one half or other they 
will be very welcome to do that. The Journey Service will be the default provision, with 
the All Age Service continuing to run once each month, most often on the second 
Sunday, with additional special occasions such as Mothering Sunday and Easter Day. 

All Age 

Our ‘All Age’ service is also a Eucharistic service but one in which we all remain 
together. We begin with the Liturgy of the Word in which the short Gospel, talk, and 
prayers are most often interactive. In the second half of the service, the Liturgy of the 
Sacrament, children and young people gather around the Communion Table before 
everyone is invited to receive the bread and wine, or a blessing. This service is 
intentionally participative with young people acting as acolytes to assist our serving 
team and is supported by our worship band and choir members from Minims and 
Juniors. We typically conclude with an upbeat song, sharing out percussive 
instruments, before being sent on our way to share the love of Jesus. 

10.15am – 11am Refreshments 

Refreshments are routinely served after the St. Michael’s and St. Helen’s morning 
services. At St. Alphege we are aiming to serve refreshments between the two morning 
services every week at the Oliver Bird Hall. We hope this will be a place where both of 
our morning congregations can come together to share fellowship. 



11am Parish Eucharist 

Also known as Holy Communion, this service is central to the worshipping life of our 
parish. It takes two forms – Sung Eucharist and Choral Eucharist – which in the most 
important respects are alike. Through re-enacting the Last Supper and sharing bread 
and wine we join ourselves with Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection, receiving spiritual 
nourishment and communion with Christ and other believers. This service includes 
prayers, scripture readings, a sermon, sacred music and the singing of hymns and 
worship songs. 

The Liturgy (words) are taken from Common Worship with the service visibly supported 
by our musicians, choirs, and team of servers – along with many others supporting 
behind the scenes, including bellringers, welcomers, and audiovisual team. Each 11am 
service will be routinely streamed through our parish website for those unable to attend 
in person. 

Sung Eucharist – ordinarily on the 1st, 2nd and 4th Sunday of each 
month 

This service has a broader musical repertoire than our Choral Eucharist and whilst 
choir-led, is participative with the setting routinely in English (Glory to God; Holy Holy; 
Lamb of God). In various ways we aim to make this service as inclusive and invitational 
as possible. 

Choral Eucharist – ordinarily on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

This service has a more traditional feel which includes a more demanding choral 
setting. This is most often in Latin (Gloria, Sanctus & Benedictus and Agnus), and we 
listen rather than join in with the singing. The hymns also tend to be more traditional. 

Evening Services 

Evening services draw from a rich variety of service pattern – including Evensong, Taizé, 
Compline (Night Prayer), Celtic, and Forest Church. There will be a regular pattern 
during term-time which is given below. Provision at other times will be intentionally 
various and held across the parish including use of the beautiful chapels at St. 
Michael’s and St. Helen’s. 

Evensong – 5pm at St. Alphege on 1st, 2nd, and 4th Sundays each 
month during term time 

A service from the Book of Common Prayer led by the choir who sing Responses, Psalm, 
New Testament Canticles (Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis), and an Anthem. The service 
also includes Bible readings, a short homily, prayers, and congregational hymns. 



Taizé – 5pm at St. Alphege on 3rd Sunday each month during term time 

A simple service with liturgy and music taken from the Taizé Community. This 
atmospheric service includes silence for reflection and is most often by candlelight. 

Ministry of Healing 

Alongside occasional healing services we aim to offer prayers and anointing for healing 
more regularly as part of our service provision across the parish. These occasions will 
be advertised. 

 


